
"Our Life" at Congregation B'nai Chaim 

The Bounty Within  

As we look to the coming of Tu B Shevat I want each of you to consider the beauty of 
Jewish Arbor Day. We think of Israel s beauty, the richness of its land, its lush greenery, 
and its lovely bright blue skies. We delight in celebrating the exotic fruits and vegetables 
we will serve, and observe in the cornucopia that is our good fortune to place on our 
home and synagogue tables. I remember when I was a kid in yeshiva receiving a little 
bag with reminders of this day, the dried fruits and sweet goodies in a small paper bag 

on Tu B Shevat. On this day sweet dates, other dried fruits, candies, help to bring sweetness to our lips and excite-
ment to our spirits. With these foods, we are forever children celebrating God s gifts to us from heaven and Israel. 
How do we celebrate these days? We make a feast called a Tu B'Shevat Seder just like a regular Seder not as long, 
yet unique in the prayers we say and the beauty we display. It is another opportunity to celebrate our peoplehood, 
blessings, and good fortune, which have endured through the myriad facets of our history in the world. Our Hebrew 
School will celebrate this on Sunday February 4, 2007. What is unique this year is that so many of our holidays and 
holydays come out on Shabbat. So this gives each of us an opportunity to add to the festivities of our Shabbat meal 
both Friday and Saturday afternoon. When you make havdalah on Saturday night, the flame of the candle and the 
smell of your spices will remind you of the beauty in your soul which coincides with Tu B Shevat!  

Where does this all lead us? It leads us to memory, celebration and a feeling of connection to our heritage. 
This is transmitted through our Jewish literary treasures of which the Torah is the central anchor. Who we are, comes 
not only from learning Torah , but being an example of what is best and good from our Torah. Our Young families 
who have children in the Religious School are providing the beginnings of that right path to their children as they 
ultimately study towards their Bar-Bat Mitzvahs. Our B nai Mitzvah, Alex, Ben, Emily, Cameron, Spencer, and 
Stephen will be able to look back on wonderful studies and training. We hope that for them Torah will be more than 
study but an enduring way of living and the basis for an effective outlook on Life. 

The heritage of our Judaism derives from our living a Jewish life through the Halachah , Jewish law, and 
the manifold individual, family oriented, and community customs which we hold close to our hearts. But more than 
the learning, it is important to live a decent, moral, ethical, and menschlich life. As one great Hasidic rebbe said, 
More than learning Torah, Be Torah ! We learn that to be good is important but this goodness cannot just remain a 

value in our hearts . We must put the good into action and express it via our living. What a precious legacy we 
have. And this is why we will appreciate in March the upcoming holiday of Purim.  It is said that in Chanukah we 
remember the threat to our religion and on Purim we remember the threat to our very lives as Jews during those days. 

Sometimes through our awareness we truly realize how much of a treasure we have in being and living as 
Jews. But, with Purim as in Chanukah, we realize that our lives as Jews may threaten some deep seated insecurity in 
others who have a psychological need to change or hate others who are different than them.  So the question remains, 
when do Jews remember who they are? Do they remember on their own when they know, love and appreciate their 
heritage? Or do they seem only to remember when there is an outside threat where others who think they are better 
than them, threaten their very existence, physically or spiritually.  

These are perennial questions that the Jewish people grapple with and for which we, not others, must pro-
vide answers. Otherwise, others who do not appreciate Judaism will provide the wrong descriptions and answers. Let 
us not, by our own default, allow others to define who we are. We will be taking the right first steps when we re-
member the bounty that is within each and every one of us.  

Rabbi Barry Ulrych  

Reflections from the Rabbi s Desk . . . .  
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President s Message    

On Sunday January 7th we had a special meeting to discuss the finan-
cial situation of the synagogue. I would like to thank all those who at-
tended this important and lengthy meeting. The board of directors ap-
preciates your suggestions on how to help the synagogues finances 
and will be looking into the feasibility of them. For those of you who 
did not attend, we will make the minutes of this meeting available in 
several weeks. The board of directors would also like to thank those 
members who gave donations as well as those who gave loans to the 
congregation. If you would like your names and the amounts given 
published in the Chayeinu next month please call Lin in the office.   

The New Year has started and it seems Bingo may be back on tract. 
The first two weeks the numbers playing were back to normal but 
there is room for growth. Bingo is a great fundraiser and a lot of fun. 
We have wonderful people who have come every week to play and 
help for many years. The players are not tired of coming but our vol-
unteers get tired. We are really looking for people who are willing to 
be substitutes as well as some people who will commit to working 
one week a month so our weekly volunteers will have one week a 
month off.    

Ben Levin had his Bar Mitzvah the weekend of January 5th.  Ben did a 
beautiful job and Joel and Aaron also did a great job reading the to-
rah. I thoroughly enjoyed being part of their celebration. It was won-
derful to have Joel s parents (Sandy and Bernie) in the congregation 
again. They have wonderful family and friends. There was an incredi-
bly warm feeling in the temple and Rabbi Barry s service added the 
extra special touch to the weekend. Both Joel and Chrissi told me the 
Rabbi s care and training of Ben was wonderful and that the Rabbi 
really extended himself.    

I have a good feeling for our synagogue in 2007. I will be finishing 
my presidency in May and have a busy next few months. In February 
I will be appointing a nominating committee chairman for our May 
elections. Anyone who would like to volunteer for the job, please get 
in touch with me.    

I hope you have a happy, healthy and prosperous 2007.   

Shalom, 
Sydnee Meth 



EDUCATI ON DI RECTOR' S MESSAGE

  
Dear Congregational Family,  

I t s har d t o believe t hat Passover is j ust ar ound t he cor ner .  The r eligious school 
is beginning its annual Bar t on s Passover Candy sale.  I can not st r ess enough how impor t ant t his f und-
raiser is to our school.  We receive 40% of the sales price from every box of candy sold.  The monies 
received will help the school purchase new educational materials and provide Holiday and Family Edu-
cation programs.  

Please take a moment to review the enclosed candy order form.  Please fill it out completely and mail 
it back to me (at the synagogue) with your payment.    

Bartons has made it even easier to support our fundraiser by offering an online Passover Candy Store.  
Just log on to www.misschocolate.com and choose which items you would like.  At check out be sure to 
include our school id number (704632).  This number ensures that our religious school is awarded the 
correct amount of money.    

Just think, if every family purchased just 2 boxes of candy  can you imagine how much money would 
be raised for our school?  

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to give me a call at  
951-693-0339. February 16th is the last day to purchase any candy.    

Thank you in advance for your support.    

The students, staff and myself want to wish you a very Happy Passover.  

Shalom,  

Heidi Stidham 
Education Director 

Candle Lighting Times   

  DAY       TIME 
    Jan.   5             4:39 p.m.              
    Jan. 12             4:45 p.m. 
    Jan. 19             4:52 p.m. 
    Jan. 26             4:59 p.m. 
    Feb.   2            5:06 p.m. 
    Feb.   9            5:13 p.m. 
    Feb.  16           5:19 p.m. 
    Feb.  23           5:25 p.m. 

B nai Chaim Men s Club  
BREAKFAST MEETING 

with Sisterhood     

Sunday, Jan. 14 & Feb. 4, 2007 
Breakfast @ 9 AM 
Meeting @ 10 AM 

http://www.misschocolate.com


 
A BELATED HAPPY CHANUKAH TO EVERYONE. ROBERTA AND I WERE 
SOMEWHERE BETWEEN SAN JUAN PUERTO RICO AND ARUBA DURING THE 
HOLIDAY.  

WISH WE COULD HAVE BEEN AT THE CHANUKAH PARTY BECAUSE I UNDER-
STAND WE HAD 130 PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE  AND EVERYONE HAD A GOOD 
TIME, ESPECIALLY THE KIDS. MENS CLUB DERIVES GREAT PLEASURE IN BE-
ING ABLE TO SUPPORT THESE KINDS OF ACTIVITIES FOR OUR KIDS.  

ROBERTA AND I TRIED SOME OF THOSE STORE BOUGHT LATKES AND THEY 
WERE PRETTY GOOD.  

WORK ON THE MENS CLUB SPONSORED CRUISE FOR FEBRUARY 26, 2007 IS 
WINDING UP AND WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO HIRE A SUPER-STRETCH 
LIMOSINE WITH A CAPACITY OF 25 PEOPLE WITHOUT LUGGAGE AND 19-20 
PEOPLE WITH ONE PIECE OF LUGGAGE PER COUPLE. RESERVATIONS ARE ON 
A FIRST-COME-FIRST-SERVE BASIS FOR THE FIRST 19 OR 20 PEOPLE WHO 
SEND ME A CHECK AT $35 PER PERSON.  

PLANNING FOR THE 2007 PURIM CARNIVAL WILL BEGIN IN EARLY JANUARY, 
2007 WITH THE VERY SUCCESSFUL GARY WEED AND TONY DOIRON CO-
CHAIRING THE EVENT. MAZEL TOV GUYS.  

THE NEXT JOINT BREAKFAST MEETING OF THE MENS CLUB WITH SISTER-
HOOD WILL BE ON SUNDAY JANUARY 14, 2007 AT 9:30 A.M. FOR BREAKFAST 
AND 10:00 A.M. FOR A SHORT MEETING. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT ALL MEM-
BERS ATTEND BECAUSE WE WILL BE VOTING ON WHETHER TO STAY WITH 
THE FEDERATION OF JEWISH MENS CLUBS OR CONTINUE ON OUR OWN.  

DUE TO LACK OF VENDOR PARTICIPATION IN SPITE OF PHONE CALLS AND 
PENNYSAVER ADVERTISING, WE ARE DISCONTINUING THE SUNDAY RUM-
MAGE SALES UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.  

A HAPPY, HEALTHY NEW YEAR TO ALL.    

BARUCH HASHEM 
GENE ROTHSTEIN 
MENS CLUB PRES.  

       
B nai Chaim Men s Club                          

         
Club Number 1076 



  

Sunday, March 18th  

from 9:00  4:00  

Jewish books for all ages  
Jewish games 

Jewish stickers, arts and crafts 
And more . . . . .  

Important Dates:     

January 19 (Fri) 
Tot Shabbat @ 6:00 pm 
Family Service @  7:30  

February 23 (Fri) 
Tot Shabbat @ 6:00 pm 
Family Service @  7:30   

January 12 (Fri) 
Youth Services @ 6:30 pm  

February 2  (Fri) 
Youth Services @ 6:30 pm  

February 16 (Fri) 
Youth Services @ 6:30 pm 

Class Calendar:  

Hebrew and Sunday School 
is closed the following days:  

Sunday, January 14 
Sunday, February 11 
Sunday, February 18  

Parent n Me Class 
Will meet on the following days:  

January 9 @ 10:00 am (Tue) 
January 16 @ 10:00 am (Tue) 
January 23 @ 10:00 am (Tue) 
January 30 @ 10:00 am (Tue)  

February 6 @ 10:00 am (Tue) 
February 13 @ 10:00 am (Tue) 
February 20 @ 10:00 am (Tue) 
February 27 @ 10:00 am (Tue)  

Barton s Passover  
Candy Sale  

Look for the order form in this 
Newsletter, in the office or school 

building.  

Thank you in advance for 
supporting the school.  



Congregat ion Bnai Chaim is proud t o of f er a Parent n Me Class.  
Our Par ent n Me pr ogr am of f er s a gr eat oppor t unit y t o meet ot her Jewish parents, share experiences, discuss 

child growth and development as we explore our rich heritage. This is a great way to learn and experience Jewish 
traditions in a lively and warm atmosphere, while promoting early childhood development.  The class will combine 
songs, fun-filled activities and learning experiences that enable adults and children to experience together the 
joy of celebrating Shabbat and the Jewish holidays. The activities are designed for children between 12 months 

to 3 years of age.  

The class will meet on Tuesday mor nings at Congr egat ion B nai Chaim locat ed at 29500 Via Pr incessa in Mur r iet a 
from 10:00  11:30.  The cost is $15 a class for members and $20 a class for non-members.  

For more information contact Heidi Stidham at 951- 836- 4311.  

A great beginning for your child's Jewish education. 

B n ai Chai m Si st er hood  
Happy and Healthy New Year to everyone. We had to cancel our game night for January, because of lack of interest.  Maybe we 
will try again later on in the year. Tickets are on sale to see Neil Simon's Brighton Beach Memoirs for March 11, @ 2:P.M. to be 
held @ the new Old Town Temecula Community Theater. We only have 20 tickets. Tickets are $15 each.  Call me @ 951-304-
7515 to see this very funny show.  We also have 45 tickets for sale to see the Fabulous Palm Spring Follies, March 25.   Price of 
$70 per ticket, includes bus ride to and from.  Pick up and drop off will be @ the Temple. Call Bev Corr @ 951-296-6696.  Don't 
miss a great time. See you at the general meeting on Jan. 14.  9:A.M for breakfast and 10:A.M for meeting.  

Alissa  

    
Tot Shabbat is designed for 
the 3-6 year old child.   Your 
child will be introduced to the 

blessings and customs 
surrounding Shabbat.  Tot 
Shabbat begins at 6:00 pm 

with a short service followed 
by a pot-luck dinner.  The 

entire family is welcome to 
attend; older/younger siblings 

and grandparents. 

  
January 19, 2007  

February 23, 2007  

March 16, 2007  

April 20, 2007  

May 11, 2007 

For more information, contact Heidi Stidham at 951- 693- 0339  
by phone or morahheidi@stidhams.com by email. 

Family Services are held 
once a month and begin at 
7:30.  Services are led by 

our religious school 
students.  There will be 
display boards with the 
st udent s wor k f or your 
enjoyment.  The entire 

family is welcome to attend; 
older/younger siblings and 

grandparents. 



 

Our Religious School is selling 
Barton s Passover Candy.  

This is one of our annual 
fundraisers.    

40% of each box sold is given 
back to the school.  

Please support our kids. 

 

For more information,  
contact Heidi Stidham at  

951-693-0339 by phone or  
morahheidi@stidhams.com by email. 

 
January 12, 2007  

February 2, 2007 
February 16, 2007  

March 9, 2007 
March 23, 2007  

April 13, 2007 
April 27, 2007  

May 4, 2007 

Youth Services are 
designed for families 
with religious school 
age children.  Ser-
vices will reinforce 
what the students are 
learning at school.  
All family members 
are invited to attend.  
Services will begin 
promptly at 6:30 pm 
and last for approxi-
mately 45 minutes.  
There will be a small 
Oneg in the chapel 
for our enjoyment. 

 

REMEMBER FRIENDS, RELATIVES & CONGREGANTS   
Here are ways to consider making a lasting contribution to them and the congregation:  

$25 - Wall of Leaves in Foyer & Sanctuary.   
$25 - Chair Plaques.   

$250 - Memorial Plaque.  

Please contact the office for instructions @ 677-7350 

 

THANK YOU

  

Bob and Cookie Eichner would like to thank every-
one for their thoughts and prayers and kind condo-
lence cards that they have received during this very 
difficult time. 

Congregation  
B nai Chaim 

Gift Shop News  
The Gift Shop is open every Sunday when 
Hebrew School is in session.  If you need 
something during the week, please call one 
of the Gift Shop Committee Members and 
make an appointment.  The committee 
members are Myra (818) 822-6230 or 696-
4976, Libby 677-6437, Judy 461-0065, 
Mitch 246-4646, and Bobbi 696-1357.  

If you would like to help work in the Gift 
Shop, please give Mitch a call at 246-4646. 


