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OCTOBER 2006/TISHREI-CHESHVAN 5767

Reflections from the
Rabbi’s Desk

So much has gone on here at our beloved Congregation since | arrived well
over two months ago. | absolutely love the devel opments. Our Hebrew

School is up and running with enthusiastic participation of our wonderful reli-
gious school children, who love to learn, sing, and participate in Family Shab-
bat Services. They love the atmosphere of the synagogue and school that our
Education Director Heidi Stidham has so capably made possible. Very appar-
ent to me, is how our parents appreciate the opportunities our School presents
for the religious and personal development of their children. What isvital hereisthat the children love
each other’s company as well as being classmates with boys and girls of all ages. Our volunteers have
created an enhanced physical environment for our students. The school media, the curriculum, and our
professional, experienced, teaching staff, positions Congregation B’nai Chaim’s Religious school as the
best and most valuable Hebrew school for the future of the Jewish community in Murrieta, Temecula,
and the surrounding townships of the greater Valley. The sense of direction exhibited by the director
and her teaching staff encourage my rabbinate and my greater vision for B’nai Chaim and our growing
Jewish community.

Aswe will have gone through the period of the High Holy Days 5767, | am looking forward to Sukkot
and Simchat Torah. But, let me point out that we celebrate these holidays after having gone through a
period of repentance, reconciliation with God and the important mending of our human relationships
with our fellow men, women, and children. In this time too, we resolve to respect our planetary environ-
ment when we see our beautiful surroundings here. In addition, we forgive others and resolve to be bet-
ter in the conduct of our interpersonal affairs, every day of our religious and personal lives. Let us also
remember and not forget that our personal lives are under the umbrella of God and therefore, in essence,
our personal lives have religious dimensions within the framework of our Torah, its mitzvoth and ethi-
cal teachings.

As| look forward to taking up the Lulav with our beautiful and growing Congregation | think of the
wonderful fragrance of the Etrog, the citron that must be beautiful and handled with care. Its connection
to the tree reminds me of the importance of having an enduring sense of Jewish involvement. Aswe
dance with the Torah on Simchat Torah and sing the joyous songs of our people, and the children march
with their apple- topped flags, let us remember how good it isto be a Temple family. No matter where
you are, it isimportant to affirm our connection to the Tree of Congregational Life and Jewish commu-
nal Living. Will you join with mein celebrating thisjoy of B’nai Chaim? The possibilities are endless.

Rabbi Barry Ulrych
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President’s Message

We are starting our New Y ear off beautifully. Our Rosh Hasha-
nah services were well attended and very spiritual, many
thanks go out to Rabbi Ulrych. We have many new families
that have joined the synagogue and we welcome them into our
congregation.

Our sisterhood fashion show and luncheon was a huge success.
| want to thank the coordinator of this event Bev Corr and her
committee for doing an outstanding job. The fashion show was
on 9/11 and our Rabbi sang and said some very appropriate
words for the day but, even on such a sad day, we had awon-
derful time. Sisterhood was able to make a nice donation of
$1500.00 to the temple from just that affair. Thank you sister-
hood and we are looking forward to next years fashion show.

Men’s club has also been very busy with their rummage sale,
but they really need some young blood and bodies, so please
try to give even one Sunday a month to the temple. The cruise
they have going in February is also very exciting. Supporting
our activities through men’s club and sisterhood is away to
make a donation and have a good time doing it, the best of both
worlds.

| want to thank Mitch Berozofsky for all his hard work as my
Executive Vice President. He has taken a tremendous load off
my shoulders and keeps me company on the bema. Heisalso
doing awonderful job with the announcements on Shabbat. He
is a'so one of our Bingo volunteers, when you come once you
have such a good time you can’t stay away. | am very excited
about the committee he has formed to get our children involved
with social activitiesin the temple. The children will be having
Havdalah, dinner and a movie on the Saturday nights that are
scheduled in the temple. | want to thank the parents who have
volunteered for this committee.

Lastly, | would like to thank Lin, my entire board and all my
friends for your support getting ready for our new year.

L>ShanaTova,
Sydnee Meth



EDUCATI ON DI RECTOR' S MESSAGE...
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© —_— Shanah Tovah to all. It has been a very busy holiday season for us at the
school. Our classes have been busy learning about the high holiday season,
reviewing the Hebrew alphabet and getting to know one another.

We have a terrific staff of educators who are working hard to make this year successful and
enjoyable.

Amy Beck and Teagan Gordon teach the Mechina Class
Ellen Berozofsky teaches the Alef Class
Mariana Rosen teaches the Bet/Gimmel Class
Jerry Glassman teaches the Dalet/Hay Class

Please send with your child the last page of the parent handbook.

Thank you to the parent volunteers who have been working the snack shoppe, your help is
greatly appreciated. If you are interested in helping in the school, do not hesitate to contact
me at 951-836-4311. If you would like to purchase a snack card or pizza card stop by the
school office before school.

Mark your calendars:

Family Education Day is scheduled for Sunday, October 8 at 10:30. Join our students
while they learn about the holiday of Sukkot. The entire family is invited to come.

Tot Shabbat and Family Service - Friday, October 27,
See you at school.

Heidi

CandleLighting Times

DAY TIME
Oct. 6th  6:05 PM
Oct. 13th  5:56 PM
Oct. 20th  5:47 PM
Oct. 27th  5:39 PM




B’nal Chaim Men’s Club
Club Number 1076

By the time you read this article, our celebration of Rosh Hashanah and Y om Kippur will have been ex-
perienced by one and all members and guests of Congregation B’nai Chaim and we will soon celebrate the
holidays of Sukkot and Simcha Torah, all in rapid succession. Dan and | want to personally thank those
members of the Mens Club who gave of their valuable Holy Days worship time to assist us in the ushering.
You did areal Mitzvah.

On Sunday, August 13", over 70 of our congregants and their families enjoyed a fun-filled night at the
Storm baseball game celebrating the first ever Jewish Heritage Night at the Lake Elsinore Storm Basebal |
Diamond. Besides the baseball game, there were many special activities and freebies provided during the
game. We can all be proud of the fact that, by far, we had the largest representation of any single group in
attendance. Rabbi Hurwitz of local Chabad took many pictures of us all and Rabbi Barry greeted and spoke
with most of the people in both groups.

Also, in August, we began anew our first Giant Garage Sale and Flea Market. Thanks go to Leonard and
Maxine Berger, Alissa Castiglione, Mitch and Ellen Berozofsky for their kind assistance on Sundays. We
are charging $15 per exhibitor per space and alittle more for the front corner spaces. The Garage Sale will
be closed for Rosh Hashanah on Sunday, September 24™, October 8" and 15", and will resume operation
on Sunday October 22™. We still could use afew more vendors for the numerous buyers we have.

At our August 10™ meeting, the membership indicated significant interest in a5-day Cruise to Ensenada,
Mexico and Catalinalsland. The opportunity to participate will be available to the entire congregation. The
cruise ship sails from the Long Beach Cruise Terminal every Monday at 5:30 p.m. and returns the follow-
ing Friday around 8:00 am.

We are looking at sailing dates in February, 2007 for the best deals. Inside cabins start around $199 per

person and outside cabins with windows begin around $229 per person. The cruise lines have wonderful

programs for the kids. The 3 and 4™ person in a cabin with two full paid farestravel at afraction of that
cost. As aveteran of more than 25 cruises, | can tell you it isone of the best vacations for the money.

If you are serioudly interested in the cruise, please call and tell me which Monday departure date in Febru-
ary, 2007 works best for you and your family.

Mens Club now has a solid 21 members. By the time you read this article | believe several more old and
new members will have paid their annual dues and joined the Club.

L> Shanah Tova,
Gene Rothstein, Pres.

B’nai Chaim Men’s O ub Br eakfast
Meeting with Sister hood will not be
meeting during the month of October.
Please join us on November 5th.




MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Thisisthe time of year when families and friends are closest to our hearts.
Thisis aso the time when we remember those we have lost and treasure and
appreciate the special people around us. These past few weeks we have ex-
perienced not only the warmth of our Rabbi, but the warmth of our mem-
bers. We work together as a cohesive family fulfilling our emotional as
well as our spiritual needs.

Asthe New Y ear begins, let uswelcome al of our new families:

Oscar and Amanda Carillo

Evan and Ginny Cohen and family

Harvey and Diane Frank

Aaron and Linda Goffman and family

Joel and Roshelle Kornblum and family
Barney and Mariana Rosen

Barry and Melissa Solomon and family

Chris and Johanna Villanueva/L ack and family

A Shabbat service to honor our new members will be on Friday, Dec 1%, All new members will be receiv-
ing an invitation in the mail, so please hold that the date!

Our Havurah has special meaning. It iswhereit al began for us. Neither of usthought when we moved
here, we could meet friends who would touch our hearts in such ameaningful way. Joining a Havurah
makes you feel apart of our Synagogue as well as our community. If you are interested in starting or join-
ing aHavurah, please call Cookie (951) 541-9689 or Sandra at (951) 461-4400 for more information.

Shalom,
Sandra and Cookie
Membership V.P.’s
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%’ We are in the midst of the Holidays. | hope everyone has had good ones.
The gift shop has many new items for sale and our 30-50% off saleis

continuing. Come in and see the new dolls from the Ellis Island Collec-
tion. They'll remind you of your bubbie. We are remodeling again. Come in and see what
we've done. | have many new catalogues. When you need that specia gift, comein and
take alook, put your order in. Be the first to get alook at the catalogue of afascinating new vender (from NY
of course). I'm available almost any time of day. Give me acall 951 694 3425 or try my cell 714 317 5772.
Sunday school parents visit any Sunday and get Chanukah items early, ask for a discount and see what can
happen...

La Shannah Tova
Maxine
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aobaf Services

October 27, 2006
Tot Shabbat is designed for Family Services are held
the 3-6 year old child. Your November 17, 2006 once a month and begin at
child will be introduced to the 7:30. Services are led by
. December 8, 2006 ..
blessings and customs our religious school
surrounding Shabbat. Tot January 26, 2007 students. There will be
Shabbat begins at 6:00 pm display boards with the
with a short service followed February 23, 2007 student's work for your
by a pot-luck dinner. The enjoyment. The entire
. o March 16, 2007 oo
entire family is welcome to family is welcome to attend;
attend; older/younger siblings April 20, 2007 older/younger siblings and
and grandparents. grandparents.
May 11, 2007

For more information, contact Heidi Stidham at 951 - 693- 0339
by phone or morahheidi@stidhams.com by email.

If you like to sing, and you would like to participate in Shabbat and
Holiday Services, we need you in our upcoming Youth Choir.

A sign up sheet is now being generated for all interested Youth Choir Singers as well as Youth
Musicians. If you'd like to sing or play an instrument, to accompany our Youth Choir, please
contact Ellen Berozofsky at 246-4646 or e-mail: LNGAIL@YAHOO.COM.

Parent 'n Me Class

B'nai Chaimis of fering a Parent 'n Me class beginning in October. This class is de-
signed for children ages 18 months to 3 years old and t heir mom, dad or grandparent. The class will
meet on Tuesday mornings from 10:00 - 11:30 at B'nai Chaim Synagogue. We will journey through
the Jewish holidays through music, arts and crafts and other hands-on activities.

For more information contact Heidi Stidham at 951-836-4311.




