
"Our Life" at Congregation B'nai Chaim 

Reflections from the  
Rabbi s Desk  

Where the Heart is...  
The collective and individual joy we as Jews feel, often comes from the 
enthusiastic feelings we experience when we share in communal celebra-
tions. Such may be said of our Simchat Torah experience this year and 
our decoration of the Sukkah during the festive holiday of Sukkot. Our 
Hebrew School Children beautifully decorated the Temple Sukkah as 
their parents participated alongside them in sharing the experience of 

Hiddur Mitzvah- beautifying the experience of the Mitzvah . There in our Hebrew School the 
Mitzvah of Sukkah was elevated and beautified. Moreover, by doing this, the mitzvah of sharing 
as an interested and loving community was fulfilled. The highlight of the Sukkoth experience was 
shared by children and their parents, as the whole Hebrew School attended Services and 
benched Lulav and Etrog.  Afterward, the students participated in the holiday service, and in 

traditional manner each child shook the Lulav with the Etrog to the various directions of heaven 
and earth. The culmination of the Sukkot Holiday celebration expressed itself in the joyful danc-
ing and singing of parents and children during B nai Chaim s Simchat Torah celebration. Every-
one was called up to the Torah for an Aliyah with a giant Tallit overhead serving as a heavenly 
Huppah.  All of B'nai Chaim s children recited the blessings over the Torah, encouraged by all 
the adults who also received special Torah Honors.  Let me describe a most impressive scene 
which took place in our synagogue on the Saturday evening of Simchat Torah.  Our congregation 
participated in a total unfurling of the Sefer Torah which practically encompassed the whole 
sanctuary. B'nai Chaim adults and children alike, many for the first time, saw all the columns of 
the Torah before them as it was held on high by many members. They saw on the most immediate 
level our Holy Torah from beginning to end and from its end back to its beginning. They under-
stood that the cycle of life is a circle of life which never ends and whose beginning never stops. We 
are all in process and our beginnings influence our ends and what we finish has elements of a new 
beginning even when we think that we have finished. We never stop learning torah and we always 
find new insights. We begin again even when we have said the last word in the Torah. Our bless-
ings begin to touch us at the very beginning even when the bulk of our blessings come at the end 
of all our efforts. As one book of our Torah is finished we say Chazak Chazak V Nitchazek,   
Be Strong, Be Strong, and let us strengthen each other .   Never going it alone, we always begin 

again as a synagogue community.  

Rabbi Barry Ulrych   
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I would like to thank Rabbi Ulrych for conducting such meaningful 
High Holiday services. I would also like to thank all the people who 
participated in the services especially Stephen Epstein, he really 
comes through when we need him. We had such a wonderful addi-
tion to our services with Beth Folsom performing Kol Nidre on her 
violin. We were very lucky to have a family member of hers in our 
congregation. I would also like to thank Lin and all those people 
who assisted her to make sure the services were organized and ran 
smoothly.  

This year our Kol Nidre pledge drive was very successful, our 
pledges almost equaled those of last years with fewer congregants in 
the synagogue. I would like to thank everyone who dug down a little 
deeper this year to help the temple. I know that we have a strong, 
committed membership and we are moving in a very positive direc-
tion.   

Our high holidays continued with a wonderful Succoth program for 
our school with about eighty people attending. We finished with a 
beautiful Simchat Torah service. Rabbi Barry has a day off on 
Wednesday but if you work Bingo you know he s usually here that 
day too even when we tell him you do get a day off. Once again I 
would like to thank him for his passion and commitment to our con-
gregation.  

We need Bingo volunteers.  In the last few months and still continu-
ing we have people going on vacation. Many of the jobs do not in-
volve much training if any. We need people to help set up in the 
morning a perfect time to give the temple an hour and half after you 
leave your children at school or a couple of hours at night. We are 
not asking for a weekly commitment although anyone who can will 
never be turned away we are asking for you to call the Lin and ask to 
be put on the substitute list, this is really important and we do have 
fun.  

For those of you who like to cruise don t forget to inquire about our 
Men s club sponsored cruise to Mexico, you can bring non congre-
gants friends and family. It s going to be a lot of fun. Also look for a 
trip to the Palm Springs Follies this spring and more fun things in 
the future. Hanukkah will be here before you know visit the gift 
shop and get an early start on your shopping.  

Shalom, 
Sydnee Meth 

President s Message 



EDUCATI ON DI RECTOR' S MESSAGE

  
Now that the High Holiday season is now behind us, it is time to take a moment 
to reflect on our beginning.  Not only have we started the new Jewish year, we 
have come together as a school family and began our journey together learning 

about the Jewish culture and all it has to offer.  We have a terrific staff of educators who are dedi-
cated to provide the best educational experience for our students.  We also have our wonderful Rabbi 
Barry who is enthusiastic and committed to our school.  We began our year with strength and I am 
sure it will continue to develop even stronger as the year continues.  During the first month of school, 
our students made new friends, reminisced with old friends, met their teachers and found a home-
away-from-home while learning about the High Holidays.    

Each class will continue their journey with the Hebrew Language from learning the alef bet (the Gani 
class) to preparing for their Bar/Bat Mitzvah (the Dalet/Hay class) and everything in between.  Some 
students will use the computer to complete Hebrew assignments which will allow their teacher to keep 
an accurate record of their progress.  Other students will be learning the correct choreography of 
the prayers which they will demonstrate during upcoming services.    

In addition classes will be discussing the Noah story, Shabbat and Havdallah.  I encourage you to visit 
the school and enjoy the interactive bulletin boards.  These boards are designed as an educational 
tool.  Each one has a specific purpose and can be completed as a class or individually.  These boards 
help reinforce the ideas and themes on what the students are learning in class.  These boards change 
often, so keep visiting the school.  

The Family Sukkot Program on Sunday, October 8th was a wonderful event.  The staff and I enjoyed 
sharing this event with you.  It was terrific to see everyone there having a great time and learning to-
gether.  We are planning on offering other family programs in the future.  Be sure not to miss out!  

Thank you to all the parents who are helping with the snack shoppe.  If you are interested in helping 
out, please let me know.  

If you have any questions, f eel f r ee t o cont act me.  We ar e of f t o a gr eat st ar t ; let s keep lear ning 
together!  

Heidi 

Candle Lighting Times   
   DAY          TIME  
   Nov.  3       4:40  PM 
  Nov. 10      4:34  PM 
  Nov. 17      4:30  PM 
  Nov. 24      4:27  PM 

B nai Chaim Men s Club  
BREAKFAST MEETING 

with Sisterhood    

Sunday, November 5th 
Breakfast @ 9:00 a.m. 
Meeting @ 9:30 a.m. 



THANK YOU!!!  
I want to thank all of you for your sweet prayers, beautiful cards, and lovely flowers in memory of our 
beloved Pug Weezer .   She meant the world to us, and she is at peace now and running around in heaven 

with no diapers on anymore, with her tail curled and feeling so good. A special thank you to Rabbi Ulrych for 
coming over to see Weezer and blessing her before her journey to heaven, and Laura Laxineta for being there 
for us at such a delicate time.. You all have been so wonderful to me and Joe.  

Thank you again, 
Love Lin 

SISTERHOOD  
GIFT SHOP NEWS   

We h a ve been b u sy bu yin g m a n y n ew gifts for a ll to bu y in th e s h op . Com e in a n d ta ke a 
look. Our Hanukkah Items are out now.   

I have new hours. I will be available all week. Please call and make an  
appointment. I will be in the shop every Wednesday 4- 8. I am not available on week-ends 
a s I a m h om e with m y h u s ba n d . If a n yon e wa n ts to volu n teer for Su n da y p lea se let m e 
know. 951 694 3425. I thank everyone who has helped make this gift shop what it is.   

Maxine Berger  

The Mens Club is indebted to all its members who ushered during the High Holy Days. You guys did a real Mitzvah 
and the Club thanks you.   

We have 15 cabins of confirmed reservations for the B'nai Chaim Cruisers on the February, 2007 cruise to Ensenada, 
San Diego, and Catalina Island. The cruise ship sails from the Long Beach Cruise Terminal  Monday at 5:30 p.m. 
and returns the following Friday around 8:00 a.m. The response has been tremendous. The ship is filling up fast, so 
if you still want to go, let me know now. As a veteran of more than 25 cruises, I can tell you it is one of the best va-
cations for the money.   

Rummage sale on Sundays is going very well. Our only problem is getting members to work one Sunday  
for a couple of hours every other month. We'd hate to close this activity down permanently if we are unable to get 
other members to participate. This is an easy fund raising activity and a good source of funds for our kids.   

Next joint breakfast meeting will be Sunday, Nov. 5th at 9:30 a.m.   

Shalom,  
Gene Rothstein  
Mens Club Pres.  

       
B nai Chaim Men s Club                          

         
Club Number 1076 



Congregat ion Bnai Chaim is proud t o of f er a Parent n Me Class.  
Our Par ent n Me pr ogr am of f er s a gr eat oppor t unit y t o meet ot her Jewish parents, share experiences, discuss 

child growth and development as we explore our rich heritage. This is a great way to learn and experience Jewish 
traditions in a lively and warm atmosphere, while promoting early childhood development.  The class will combine 
songs, fun-filled activities and learning experiences that enable adults and children to experience together the 
joy of celebrating Shabbat and the Jewish holidays. The activities are designed for children between 12 months 

to 3 years of age.  

The class will meet on Tuesday mor nings at Congr egat ion B nai Chaim locat ed at 29500 Via Pr incessa in Mur r iet a 
from 10:00  11:30.  The cost is $15 a class for members and $20 a class for non-members.  

For more information contact Heidi Stidham at 951- 836- 4311.  

A great beginning for your child's Jewish education. 

B n ai Chai m Si st er hood 
It s already November and the weather is getting cooler and more comfortable.  Thanksgiving will be 
upon us soon with turkey and all the trimmings and then Chanukah.  December 3rd will be our an-
nual Book Fair.  There will be lots to choose from.  These books will be just right for Chanukah gifts 
for children and adults. Bev Corr has booked the Palm Spring Follies for us.  She has reserved 45 or-
chestra tickets for March 25th.  It s on a Sunday so those who work will be able to go. She will be also 
renting a bus that will pick us up at the temple and bring us back.  The complete cost will be $70.00 
per person.  More about this event as it comes closer.  There also might be a Laughlin bus trip in the 
wings.  Our November general meeting will be Nov 5th.  It will be breakfast with the Men s Club at 
9:00 A. M. and meeting at 10:00 A. M.  Hope to see you there.  

Love  
Alissa  

M EM BER SH I P N EW S  
We are excited about our up coming Shabbat on Dec. 1, 2006, to honor our new members.  We invite our 
entire congregation to join us in welcoming our new families.  At the Oneg, walk up to someone new, in-
troduce yourself, and sit with them while you chat over coffee and cake.   Let them know we care.    

At this time we are gathering information to assist us in forming new Havurot.  Look for the forms in the November Chayeinu; 
fax or mail the forms to the Synagogue.  You and another couple can start a Havurah, just call us and we will be happy to help.  
Give it a try; it s a win, win situation!!!  

You can either call Sandra at (951) 461-4400, Cookie at (951) 541-9689 or Helene at 
(951) 894-1475 for further information.  

Shalom,  

Sandra and Cookie 
Membership V.P. s 



    

Tot Shabbat is designed for 
the 3-6 year old child.   Your 
child will be introduced to the 

blessings and customs 
surrounding Shabbat.  Tot 
Shabbat begins at 6:00 pm 

with a short service followed 
by a pot-luck dinner.  The 

entire family is welcome to 
attend; older/younger siblings 

and grandparents. 

October 27, 2006  

November 17, 2006  

December 8, 2006  

January 26, 2007  

February 23, 2007  

March 16, 2007  

April 20, 2007  

May 11, 2007 

For more information, contact Heidi Stidham at 951- 693- 0339  
by phone or morahheidi@stidhams.com by email. 

Family Services are held 
once a month and begin at 
7:30.  Services are led by 

our religious school 
students.  There will be 
display boards with the 
st udent s wor k f or your 
enjoyment.  The entire 

family is welcome to attend; 
older/younger siblings and 

grandparents. 

IMPORTANT DATES  

November 3 (Fri) 
Youth Services @ 6:30 pm  

November 10 (Fri) 
Youth Services @ 6:30 pm  

November 12 (Sun) 
Game Afternoon  

November 17th (Fri) 
Tot Shabbat @ 6 pm 

Family Service @ 7:30 pm  

November 18th (Sat) 
Havdallah and Movie  

November 19th (Sun) 
Pizza Fundraiser 

CLASS CALENDAR:  

Hebrew and Sunday School 
is closed the following days:  

Thursday, November 23 
Sunday, November 26  

Parent n Me Class 
Will meet on the following days:  

November  7 @ 10:00 am (Tue) 
November 14 @ 10:00 am (Tue) 
November 21 @ 10:00 am (Tue) 
November 28 @ 10:00 am (Tue)  

Mark Your Calendars Now  

The Annual Hanukkah Party 
will take place on  

Sunday, December 17 @ 5:00 pm  

Bring the entire family and cele-
brate Hanukkah.  There will be 
songs, skits, food, fun and more.  
Each class has something special 

to present.  Don t miss out.  

Class has been cancelled in the 
morning . . .  

All students are expected to be 
there in the evening! 



Aliyah  
     Robert & Lynn Kaplan: Aliyah  
     Luis & Maria Pereyra: Aliyah on Rosh    
      Hashanah  

Memorial Plaques  
     Herminia Quintana: Memorial Plaque for 
      Lillian Kaplan  

Bldg Repair Donation  
     Bill Becker: Gas Line Repair  

06/07 Pizza & Snacks  
     Kimberly & Randy Hess: Pizza  
     Alex & Linda Rosenberg: Pizza & snacks 

 

REMEMBER FRIENDS, RELATIVES & CONGREGANTS   
Here are ways to consider making a lasting contribution to them and the congregation: 

$25 - Wall of Leaves in Foyer & Sanctuary.  $25 - Chair Plaques.   
$250 - Memorial Plaque. 

Please contact the office for instructions @ 677-7350 

Yahrzeit Donations  
FROM:

 
            

Earl & Harriet Berro  

Rozanne & John Dorman 
Rozanne & John Dorman  

Trudy Ginsberg  

Bernard & Toba Greenfield  

Lew & Bev Oberlander 
Lew & Bev Oberlander  

Herminia Quintana  

Gerda Rich  

Joan Tobias  

 
IN MEMORY OF:

  

Hessie Checansky  

Ben Golding 
Esther Golding  

Martin Ginsberg  

Sophia Resnick  

Elizabeth Schneider 
Martin Ginsberg  

Victor & Lillian Kaplan  

Claire Rosenbaum  

Jack Tobias 

High Holiday Pledge Payments for 2006  

       Pearl Wiesler: High Holiday Pledge 2006  
      Judith Friedlander: High Holiday Pledge 2006  
      Emil & Raquel Perez: High Holiday Donation 2006  
      Lori Jo & Michael Beck: High Holiday Pledge 06  
      Steve & Kim Chevlin: High Holiday Pledge  
      Victor & La Verne Feld: High Holiday Pledge  
      Linda & Steve Ferber: High Holiday Pledge 2006  
      Avalon Ginsberg: High Holiday Pledge  
      Jerry Glassman: High Holiday Pledge2006  
      Joseph & Alma Grossberg: High Holiday Pledge  
      Scott & Juliet Grossman: High Holiday Pledge  
      Dr. Ernie & Sydnee Meth: High Holiday Pledge 2006  
      Luis & Maria Pereyra: High Holiday Pledge 2006  
      Jan & Kyle Spring: High Holiday Pledge 2006  
      Jillian & Elmer Steele: High Holiday Pledge 2006  
      Suzanne Stern: High Holiday Donation 2006 
       Bernard & Carmela Zelkowitz: High Holiday Pledge 06 
       Victor and LaVerne Feld: High Holiday Pledge  
       in memory of:  Sam Feld, Jessie Feld, and Jeanne Feld   

Misc Donation  
      Rosa Goldfarb (Eichner): In appreciation to Bob & Lynn Kaplan  
      Rosa Goldfarb (Eichner): In appreciation to Pearl Wiesler  
      Judy Lebovitz & Eric Curson: Thank you for the Get Well wishes  
      Jillian & Elmer Steele: In honor of Jacob's birthday  
      Rabbi Ulrych:  Donation for Temple  

Tribute Cards  
      Sandra & Gene Brandin: Get Well card to Eric Curson  
      Lou & Sandi Herman: Anniversary card to Dan and  
       Alissa Castiglione  
      Luis & Maria Pereyra: Anniversary card to Dan & Alissa  
       Castiglione  
      Luis & Maria Pereyra: Get Well card to Eric Curson  
      Luis & Maria Pereyra: HHD Thank you to Rabbi Ulrych  
      Luis & Maria Pereyra: HHD Thank you to Steve Epstein  

 
DONATI ON S 

We gratefully acknowledge the following expressions of support  
received from  9/29/2006 to 10/20/2006 



     
1st   Eugene & Roberta Rothstein ~ 37th   

15th  Brian & Gilah Sexton  ~ 10th   

16th  Brian & Bobbi Klein  ~ 9th   

18th  Alysia & Howard Nelson  ~ 44th   

28th  Michele & Paul Schmid  ~  14th 

 
NOVEMBER   

 
 ANNIVERSARIES

  
NOVEMBER

 
BIRTHDAYS

 

For more information, contact Heidi Stidham at  
951-693-0339 by phone or  

morahheidi@stidhams.com by email. 

 November 3, 2006 
November 10, 2006  

December 1, 2006 
December 15, 2006  

January 12, 2007  

February 2, 2007 
February 16, 2007  

March 9, 2007 
March 23, 2007  

April 13, 2007 
April 27, 2007  

May 4, 2007 

Yout h Ser vices ar e 
designed f or f amilies 
wit h r eligious school 
age childr en.  Ser-
vices will r einf or ce 
what the students are 
lear ning at school.  All 
f amily member s ar e 
invit ed t o at t end.  
Ser vices will begin 
pr ompt ly at 6:30 pm 
and last f or appr oxi-
mat ely 45 minut es.  
Ther e will be a small 
Oneg in t he chapel 
for our enjoyment. 

   
2nd  Victor Feld                   

  3rd  La Verne Feld  
         Jamie Reiter      

  4th  Sarah Beth Brown 

 

5th birthday  

10th  Marc Phillip Laxineta              

11th  Richard Green              

13th  Kimberly Hess            
         Brian Seitel                  

14th  Ezra K. Joseph             

15th  Brad Lovitt                   

16th  Barry Solomon                        

17th  Dick Hershman                       

18th  Howard Nelson                       

21st  Joshua Kornblum  4th birthday  

22nd  Laura Laxineta                       

24th  Sandra Pfeffer             
         Donald Zelon               

29th  Elaine Adler                
         Juliet Grossman                     
         Richard Held                

30th  Manuel "Chris" Villanueva   




