
"Our Life" at Congregation B'nai Chaim 

  

Passover, Think it Over, Feel it all over 
So many of us are getting ready for this wonderful season of 
Passover, which on the 14th day of Nisan, makes us feel hopeful. 
Think of all the symbols of hope amidst the symbols of despair 
which sit on our Seder plate. The salt water, the tears, balanced 
by the greens reminds us of the spring of hope. If the winter of 

some discontent or worry bothers us can the spring of hope, a solution, be very far? 
When the experts in different arenas tell us that all is going downhill that tomorrow 
may never come, do we give up the ship abandon our best efforts. The Israelites 
were given a chance for freedom but were told to hurry, to take the opportunity, 
without even being able to make full leavened loaves. What they ended up with 
was flat unleavened bread called Matzah. Make haste for the freedom you waited 
for over 400 years, they are told. Jump into the future, Moses tells them, for you 
will be a People that will receive the Torah which will come to support your Spirit 
for thousands upon thousands of years to come. Regular bread has body texture, 
softness, roundness, shape but becomes mildewed after a time. Matzah is flat and 
brittle but can last for a long time, in the desert of our life travels. We eat Matzah 
rather than bread to remind us that we can get a long with the essentials even if 
they are hard to swallow. We do not eat bread to remind us that we cannot always 
see around the corner or know the shape of things to come. Matzah reminds us that 
we have to walk the plank of life s wonderous possibilities and walk to the end of 
the flat earth to see and catch a glimpse of what awaits us. It teaches us to have 
hope all along the way. That is why we refer to the Matzah as the Matzah of hope. 
Passover teaches that even when we think God s Angel is going to take us or our 
loved ones, we have the power of Prayer to deliver us from the Slavery of despair-
ing thoughts which can give way to the morning joy of hope, thankfulness, and new 
found possibilities. That is our life; this is what we can think all over in this spring 
holiday of our faith. Happy Pesach and don t let a Chametz attitude overtake your 
lives.  

Reflections from the Rabbi s Desk . . . .  
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President s Message . . .    

I know it s getting to the end of my presidency because I sit looking 
over old messages for inspiration and I come upon a recurrent theme. 
When the members of Congregation B nai Chaim work together they 
have success. Last year the weather did not cooperate for the Purim 
carnival and it had to be moved inside, this year the carnival was set 
up inside and lo and behold again the weather didn t cooperate but we 
were prepared. We had a great success again this year. We were vis-
ited by members of the Sun City congregation because they didn t 
have a Purim carnival this year and their children had a wonderful 
time, it was very nice to share with them. Also, Rabbi Warshaw and 
Rabbi Hurwitz came to our carnival and Rabbi Barry made them feel 
very welcomed.   

An email went out several weeks ago asking for volunteers for Bingo. 
I am very disappointed, but not surprised, by the lack of response to 
this email. Bingo contributes about $30,000 to our annual budget. The 
same fifteen people work almost every week. I remember a very wise 
man once told me no matter how large the congregation gets the same 
people do all the work, well we re looking to break that cycle. We are 
asking for people to give up one Wednesday a month as substitutes 
for five hours in the evening and for those of you who can t come in 
the evening, we could use people for two hours on Wednesday morn-
ings. We are coming into the summer months and we have people 
who will be vacationing. Once you work Bingo you will get hooked, 
we have a lot of fun. Our Bingo players are wonderful people and we 
look forward to seeing them every week and catching up on their 
lives.   

The board and the congregation welcome Rabbi Barry back. This has 
been a difficult time for him and we hope that being home will renew 
his spirit. Having a sick parent when you are so far away from them is 
very stressful, I know from first hand experience but good friends 
make it a little easier. I would like to thank all the people who picked 
up the pace and helped with services while he was gone, particularly 
Amy Beck. It is unusual to find a teenager who can lead a service and 
who is willing to give up so much of their private time on the week-
end, so thank you again.    

I hope to see many of you at our Passover Seder and hope you all 
have a good Passover.   

Shalom, 
Sydnee Meth 

        
OFFICE HOURS

   

Monday thru Friday 
 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.     

Closed Saturday & Sunday 

CONGREGATION 
B NAI CHAIM 



EDUCATI ON DI RECTOR' S MESSAGE

  
Happy Passover  - - - Passover--Pesach in Hebrew-- is usually marked as a 
family celebration of Jewish freedom.  Passover is truly one of the rich-
est and most profound of Jewish festivals, combining historical and agri-
cultural symbols, practices, and rituals, which together make up a holiday 

that is full with revealing layers of significance.    

Wit h t he holidays of Tu B shevat and Pur im behind us, it is t ime t o once again visit t he t opic 
of how the Jewish people have struggled against evil forces by bonding together in order to 
overcome them.  During the coming weeks, our students will be delving into the story of Pass-
over and taking a close look at the order of the seder.  Our lessons will include learning about 
the themes and history, the key elements and the main characters of Passover.  This is a 
great time to get your child/ren ready for Passover by including them in the preparations 
for your home, for the seder.   If you need some ideas, just ask!  

 I am looking forward to our Family Seder for Passover on Sunday, March 25.  

I also want t o t hank you f or suppor t ing t he Bar t on s Passover Candy Sale Fundr aiser .   The 
school will receive over $600.   

Heidi Stidham, Education Director 

Candle Lighting Times   
  DAY       TIME 
    Mar.   2            5:31 p.m.              
    Mar.   9            5:37 p.m. 
    Mar.  16           5:43 p.m. 
    Mar.  23           5:48 p.m. 
    Mar.  30           5:54 p.m. 
    Apr.    6           6:50 p.m. 
    Apr.  13           6:55 p.m. 
    Apr.  20           7:01 p.m. 
    Apr.  27           7:06 p.m. 
     

B nai Chaim Men s Club  
BREAKFAST MEETING      

Sunday, April 15 
Breakfast @ 9:30 AM 

Meeting @ 10 AM 



On the morning of February 26, 2007, 37 B nai Chaim Cruisers left home for their cruise aboard the Royal 
Caribbean Monarch of the Seas. Almost every one had a great time. The food was very good, the waiters 
were magnificent and the cabin attendants were wonderful. In all the years living in San Diego, I had never 
been to Ensenada. It was impressive.  There was only one unfortunate incident where one of our party was 
denied boarding due to a problem with identification documents. The cruise line and cruise agency have 
been notified of our extreme displeasure.  

Carnival 2007 was a big success again this year, in spite of a surprise cancellation of Hebrew School on 
March 4th.  I want to acknowledge and thank my two co-chairmen, Gary Weed and Tony Doiron for an 
outstanding effort. I also want to thank all the club members and their families who worked and partici-
pated in this annual event. I will try my very best to thank each member by name. Here goes: Bill Becker, 
Earl Berro, Dan Castiglione, Bob Kaplan, Aaron Goffman the petting zoo king, Mitch Berezofsky, Barney 
Rosen, John Dorman, Lou Herman, Brain Klein, Anthony Reiter, Alex Rosenberg, Joel Levin and Rabbi 
Barry Ulrych.  

We were also honored by the presence of Rabbi Hurwitz from Chabad and Rabbi Warshaw of Temple 
Beth Shalom.  

Capt. Richard Curran brought his Murrieta CITY FIRE DEPT. unit, the Murrieta POLICE DEPT. sent two 
volunteers AND HOME TOWN BUFFET brought the Jello.  A GENEROUS DONATION FROM MEM-
BER BARNEY ROSEN allowed us to PROVIDE A JUMPER AGAIN THIS YEAR. THANKS MUCH 
BARNEY. ALSO, MEMBER AARON GOFFMAN brought HIS PETTING ZOO which was a big hit 
with both the kids and their parents. Great job Aaron.  

YOUR YOM HASHOAH MEMORIAL PACKAGES WILL BE AVALIABLE FOR PICK UP AT B NAI 
CHAIM SOMETIME IN LATE MARCH. THE DATE AND TIME OF A YOM HASHOAH MEMO-
RIAL SERVICE FOR THE 6 MILLION Jewish MARTYRS IS BEING PLANNED FOR MID APRIL.   

DUE TO LACK OF SUFFICIENT PARTICIPATION, THE ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT HAD TO 
BE CANCELLED THIS YEAR.   

MENS CLUB RECENTLY has MADE A DONATION OF $1,000 TO B NAI CHAIM.  

BARUCH HASHEM 
GENE ROTHSTEIN 

       
B nai Chaim Men s Club                          

         
Club Number 1076 

 

REMEMBER FRIENDS, RELATIVES & CONGREGANTS   
Here are ways to consider making a lasting contribution to them and the congregation:  

$25 - Wall of Leaves in Foyer & Sanctuary.   
$25 - Chair Plaques.   

$250 - Memorial Plaque.  

Please contact the office for instructions @ 677-7350 



Important Dates        

April 20 (Fri) 
Tot Shabbat @ 6:00 pm  

May 11 
Family Service @  7:30 

Teacher Appreciation Shabbat        

Sunday, May 20  
End of School Picnic 

More info to follow soon  

Class Calendar:  

Hebrew and Sunday School 
is closed the following days:  

Sunday, April 1 
Thursday,  April 5 
Sunday, April 8  

Sunday, May 13         

Thursday, March 29 
Movie Night  

featuring 
The Prince of Egypt 

 

Barton s Passover  Candy Sale  

The school will receive over $600.  
Thank You.  

  

Sunday, March 18th  

from 9:30  1:30  

Jewish books for all ages  
Jewish games 

Jewish stickers, arts and crafts 
And more . . . . .  

Family Passover Seder 

Sunday, March 25 
10:30 12:30  



Congr egat ion B nai Chaim is pr oud t o of f er a Par ent n Me Class.  
Our Par ent n Me pr ogr am of f er s a gr eat oppor t unit y t o meet ot her Jewish parents, share experiences, discuss 

child growth and development as we explore our rich heritage. This is a great way to learn and experience Jewish 
traditions in a lively and warm atmosphere, while promoting early childhood development.  The class will combine 
songs, fun-filled activities and learning experiences that enable adults and children to experience together the 
joy of celebrating Shabbat and the Jewish holidays. The activities are designed for children between 12 months 

to 3 years of age.  

The class will meet on Tuesday mor nings at Congr egat ion B nai Chaim locat ed at 29500 Via Pr incessa in Mur r iet a 
from 10:00  11:30.  The cost is $15 a class for members and $20 a class for non-members.  

For more information contact Heidi Stidham at 951 - 836- 4311.  

A great beginning for your child's Jewish education. 

B n ai Chai m Si st er hood  
Matinee at the Temecula Theater to see Brighten Beach Memoirs was enjoyed by all who attended.  March 
18, will be our Book Fair from 9:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M., there will be a selection of books for young and old 
and in-between.  Hope to see you there.  There are still tickets available for the Palm Springs Follies.  Tick-
ets are $70 including bus, which will meet at the temple and return to the temple.  Call Bev Corr at 951-
296-6696  

Respectfully,  

Alissa 

 


