
"Our Life" at Congregation B'nai Chaim 

 
SHABBATON HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR STUDENTS  

At the Shabbaton we had free time to do whatever we wanted.  We had services where we 
sang songs and talked about Shabbat.  We also got to do Israeli dancing with Alana, which was 
fun.  It was cold outside when we had a campfire.  We had to run up and down the stairs to 
keep warm.  We made up skits about mitzvot.  We won second place and got starbursts.   
                                                                                                                                                   Sarah Frazin  

When I was at the Shabbaton, I liked how we were all together and had fun.  I experienced 
what it was like to attend Services, a lot, and how they are very spiritual.  My favorite moment 
was when we were all around the campfire.  It was great just being there and eating pizza with 
everyone.                                                                                                                          Conner Gordon   

My favorite part of the Shabbaton was seeing the 
animals on my walk with Cantor Kim.  I saw many 
different animals.  There were peacocks, horses, 
goats and roosters.  I saw two peacocks with their 
feathers poofed up.  They were so beautiful!  I also 
saw some baby goats.  They were so cute!  I even 
got to feed some of them.  The roosters were looking 
so peaceful.  They were kind of doing their own 
thing.  One of the horses was pregnant, and she was 
due to have her baby in two weeks.                                                                                                                                                     

                                                           Rachel Sheppeard  

The activity that was the most fun at the Shabbaton was the Gaga tournament.  My favorite 
moment at the Shabbaton was being at the Shabbat dinner.  What I took away from the Shab-
baton was the experience of being with other Jews.                                       Alex Sheppeard  

At the Shabbaton there were tons of exciting experiences!  We learned Israeli dancing with 
Alana.  We made up skits about mitzvot.  I will never forget my most nail-biting experience, 
which was Sarah and Emily trying to scare me with their spooky stories!                   

Gillian Spring  
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REMEMBER FRIENDS, RELATIVES & CONGREGANTS   

Here are ways to consider making a lasting contribution  
to them and the congregation: 

$25 - Wall of Leaves in Foyer & Sanctuary.  $25 - Chair Plaques.   
$250 - Memorial Plaque. 

Please contact the office for instructions @ 677-7350 

        OFFICE HOURS

   
Monday

  
9 AM -5 PM  

Tuesday

 
9 AM -5 PM  

Wednesday 9 AM -5 PM  
Thursday   9 AM -5 PM  
Friday

 
9 AM -1 PM  

Sat & Sun   Closed 

 
        

           It s been an amazing 3 years, but as it says 
in Ecclesiastes there is a season and a time for 
every purpose under Heaven.

  
JoAnn, Danny and I want to wish all the members of 

Congregation B nai Chaim much Health, Happiness, and Ju-
daic Growth into the future.  

Together we have taken so many steps in making B nai 
Chaim a spiritual home away from home and a special place in 
the hearts of our children.  I am sure your new clergy will con-
tinue the road we began together and B nai Chaim will continue 
to flourish in the years to come.  

There are so many that I would like to thank but that 
would take up most of this bulletin so to all of you who have 
supported my efforts over the past 3 years, and have assisted me 
in helping B nai Chaim grow, I thank you from the bottom of 
my heart.  Thank you to our President, Our Board, and a Spe-
cial Thank You to Past President Steve Epstein who, over the 
past few months, has made it possible for me on the specific 
weekends that I had to be away, to know that the Congregation 
was well taken care of for services.  

I conclude with what I have tried to impart with you and 
teach you over my time here.  It all starts with G-d.  Build that 
relationship through Torah and Mitzvot and you can never veer 
off the wrong path.  It will surely bring you and your loved ones 
Mazal.  

Shalom, 
Cantor Joseph S. Lutman  

FROM THE CANTORS VOICE 



  

Candle Lighting 
Times  

 

DAY               TIME   

May  5th          7:12  PM 
May 12th         7:17  PM 
May 19th         7: 23 PM 
May 26th         7:27  PM  

 
     Every month I look for inspiration to tell you something different about our temple and this month 
is no different, except this month I realized my inspiration comes every month from the members of 
our synagogue.  

     We have seen three prospective Rabbis, all very capable and all very different. The search commit-
tee has extensively interviewed all the candidates and I believe they will make a wise recommendation 
to the board. I need to give the biggest thanks to Sandi Herman who took so much time from her life 
to interview by phone our prospective clergy, arrange their housing, transportation and make sure all 
their needs were taken care of.  All this was done in the midst of getting the Gala organized. The ex-
pression give a busy person the job if you want something to get done is true here. I also need to thank 
the search committee for taking their job very seriously. Most of the committee members managed to 
be at all services the prospective clergy gave and attended the search committee meetings  consis-
tently. All the search committee members worked as a team and I commend you. As a congregation 
we need to thank the search committee for their dedication to finding the clergy who is able to con-
tinue the forward momentum we have made in the last 2 1/2 years and bring new ideas to the congre-
gation.  

      I would also like to thank Stephen Epstein for his continued support in keeping services going 
while Cantor Lutman has been away. What Stephen does for our congregation is very important. 
When I first became a member at B'nai Chaim there were many men who could do this job but they 
have passed away or moved on.  

     Next month I hope I will be writing about our new Rabbi, that we will have reached an agreement 
with him and he will be starting. Also next month I hope I'll have details on an exciting exhibit on 
Anne Frank that our synagogue may be fortunate enough to get from the La Jolla JCC.  

     This month is Cantor's last month with us. His last service will be the weekend of May 19th. I want 
to thank Cantor, JoAnn, and Danny for all their hard work and innovative ideas. I know the children 
want their Sabbatons to continue. I will be very sorry to lose my Casino (card game) partner.   

 Shalom, 
 Sydnee Meth        

THE PRESIDENT S MESSAGE 



Educ at ion Dire c tor s Me s s age . . .  
It s hard t o be lie ve t hat t he e nd o f t he ye ar is around the c orne r.  We have journe ye d through 
the Jewish holidays, improved our Hebrew skills and strengthened our Jewish identities.  I am 
proud of each stude nt s hard work and ac h ie vem e nt s .    

I wanted to take a moment to thank our educators.  They have dedicated their time to our 
school and your children.  They have spent numerous hours preparing lessons and activities.  
Our school could not run without them.  A big TODAH RABA, thank you to Ellen, Danny, JoAnn, Teagan and 
Amy.  

Well, you might think that I forgot one very important educator . . .  Cantor Joe, what can I say, I would never 
forget you!  It was such an amazing few years working with you.  I remember one of my first events, the New 
Member Ice Cream Social   . . . I walked in and there you were!  What a surprise.  Since that time, through your 
music, sermons, and classes you have made such a lasting impression.   Our students will always remember your 
smiling face!  Thank you from the bottom of my heart for everything you have done for the school and our syna-
gogue.  Good luck with your future endeavors.   

Here is the ending calendar for school:  

Thursday, May 4  regular school 
Sunday, May 7  regular school 
Thursday, May 11  regular school 
Sunday, May 14  NO School 

 

HAPPY MOTHER S DAY 
Thursday, May 18th 

 

regular school 
Sunday, May 21  no school (School Picnic)  info to follow.  

Registration forms and information regarding next year will be mailed out soon.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please give me a call at 951-693-0339.  

Shalom, 
Heidi Stidham 

                               DONATIONS      
                      Received 3/23/2006 to 4/26/2006  

Aliyah Donation  
            Bernard & Carmela Zelkowitz: Aliyah  

Memorial Plaques  
            Bev Hoffman:  for plaque for Marian Hoffman  

High Holiday Pledge Paid  
            Michael Eisenberg:  HHD Pledge '06  
            Robert & Lynn Kaplan: HHD Pledge '06  

Misc Donation  
            Mitchell & Ellen Berozofsky: Birthday card to Randy Sheppeard  
            Mitchell & Ellen Berozofsky: Mose's statue  
            Mitchell & Ellen Berozofsky: Sympathy card to Doiron Family  
            Lou & Sandi Herman: Adler Get Well Card for Heidi  
            Lou & Sandi Herman: Birthday card for Earl Berro  
            Lou & Sandi Herman: Card for Botto Family ( new baby)  
            Lou & Sandi Herman: Card for Grossman Family (new baby)  
            Lou & Sandi Herman: Get Well card for Heidi Stidham  
            Lou & Sandi Herman: Get Well card for Marvin Revell  
            Lou & Sandi Herman: Sympathy card for Doiron Family  
            Lou & Sandi Herman: Sympathy card to Berro Family  
            Robert & Lynn Kaplan: Get Well card for Roberta Rothstein  
            Tracey & Michael Mason: Sympathy card for Doiron family  
            Dr. Ernie & Sydnee Meth: Birthday card for Alissa Castiglione  
            Dr. Ernie & Sydnee Meth: Card for Botto Family (new baby)  
            Dr. Ernie & Sydnee Meth: for Hamentashen  
            Luis & Maria Pereyra: Sale of Chametz '2006  
            Eugene & Roberta Rothstein: Get Well card for Marvin Revell  
            Edna Siegman: yahr/in memory of Sarah Kaminsky  
            Genice Wershba: Sale of Chametz 



SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP NEWS   
Thank you congregants. Shopping at the gift shop last month, enabled me to pay all my creditors for 
the year. Continuing to shop for gifts and presents will help me to go back to the New York gift Show 

and buy more for our wonderful shop. We have had many accolades of late letting me know how much people appreciate 
the lovely items we now have. I thank you all again, because of you, and the people you tell about our shop, we have many 
new customers. Come in and browse, we have many new items for children. Or Mothers day we will have items in the $2-
10 range for your children to buy something for Mom or for that matter Dad. I hope to see everyone shopping with the gift 
shop.  Maxine.   

A special thought for our wonderful Volunteers:    

Volunteers -- The Builders of our Sacred Communities 
By Rabbi Victor S. Appell  

Hillel in his famous teaching from Pirke Avot (2:4) warns us, "Do not separate yourself from the community." 
Perhaps things were not so different in Hillel's day. With all of the demands placed on us, reaching out and becoming a 
part of a larger community can be a difficult task. Rabbi Margaret Holub writes, "Urban life mitigates against community 
for a host of reasons. And sometimes we find ourselves in situations that make it still harder to connect -- home with your 
children or elders, working long hours, responding to a private muse."  

When someone joins our congregations and takes the time and effort to become an active volunteer, we know this 
is not something to be taken lightly. Given the demands of family and work, not to mention the many opportunities for vol-
unteerism, a congregant is making a tremendous statement of support for his or her congregation when they take on a vol-
unteer assignment. Even if a member does not realize it when he or she initially takes on a task, volunteering in a syna-
gogue is a unique and special opportunity.  

What makes volunteering in a synagogue different from the many other worthwhile and valuable organizations, 
such as museums or parent-teacher organizations, which we can lend our abilities to? When we become a volunteer in our 
synagogue, we become a builder of a k'hilah k'doshah, a sacred community. In a world where we may feel increasingly 
isolated, our synagogue is a place where we are known by name. In a world where we may have little time for reflection, 
our synagogue is a place of spiritual fulfillment. In a world where we are too often preoccupied with the moment, our syna-
gogue is a place for tradition, in other words connection. In our role as volunteer, each of us has the opportunity to help 
make sacred connections. When we greet someone by name, the world becomes a little less isolated. When we sing in the 
choir or learn to chant Torah, we help bring God's words into our communities. When we serve on the Religious School 
Committee, we are afforded a precious glimpse into the future. When we volunteer in our synagogues, we take part in the 
sacred task of creating a house of assembly, a house of prayer, and a house of study.  

THANK YOU ALL AGAIN, Maxine. 

                 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 
Hope you all have had a wonderful Pesach.  I was in Michigan with my family for the 
holiday and also there for my grandsons Bar Mitzvah.  Our fiscal year is coming to an 
end and we are planning some fun fund raisers for the coming year.  September 11 we 
will be having a fashion show which will be at the Temeku Country Club.  Also in No-
vember we will be having a bazaar in conjunction with a book fair which was very suc-
cessful in March. 
This will be just in time for Chanukah gifts.  Our next general meeting will be Sunday 
May 7 @ 10:A.M., with breakfast @ 9:30 with the men s club.  Claudia Brodnik will 

have a jewelry display for sale that morning.  She has some beautiful pieces so make sure you come and join us.  We 
need your support if sisterhood is to continue, we need your ideas for new programs and volunteers for some board po-
sitions.  It is fun to be part of a group which helps support our temple.    

Alissa      



    
Life events can change your whole life.  

So it was for the two of us, two years ago.  
Cookie moved to Murrieta to be closer to 

her children.  She lives in a triangle now, one family in San 
Diego and one in Mission Viejo. Sandra moved here for retire-
ment and a new beginning.  The first few months we were busy 
with the homes and visiting the kids.          

The days became slow, unfulfilling and lonely.  We missed 
"girl" friends.  The meaningful time, the lunches, the telephone 
chats, mah jongg, just hanging out together, we missed it all.  
Friends suggested we go to Synagogue Friday night.  We were 
hesitant, how could we find friendship, spirituality and caring.  
We didn't really want new, we wanted "old comfort".      

We did take the leap that Friday night in February 2004.  We 
can close our eyes and remember the warmth, the friendliness of 
the congregants and we especially remember the spirituality 
given to us by Cantor Joe.  We immediately knew we were home.  
We loved the service, we loved the music and the feeling of be-
longing.  We rarely missed a Shabbat service.  We felt a commit-
ment which we hadn't felt in years.      

We met new friends, friends who we care about deeply.  A 
new family, a Temple family. 
I am grateful for having had Cantor Joe in our lives.  His Shabbat 
services filled us with joy, his Adult Ed. classes filled us with 
knowledge, and knowing he always had an ear to listen was com-
forting. 
     We wish Cantor Joe and JoAnn the best life has to offer.      

We did jump in with both feet and you can too. It's great 
meeting new people, it's rewarding when a fundraiser is success-
ful.  Our lives have been touched by so many of you.      

Please come and help, help us to build our congregation with 
love, with caring and with friendship.   

Shalom, 
Sandra and Cookie 

     

Tot Shabbat Services are designed for children 3-5 years old;  older and younger siblings  
are always welcome.  Services begin at 6:00 PM  followed by a pot-luck dinner.       

                            

 

May 12, 2006                                       
June 16, 2006 

For more information, contact Heidi Stidham at 951-693-0339 by phone  
or myhandsarefull@stidhams.com by email.  

From the Office of:  
            Lin Cordell-Geldert. ....

   
     This is a very difficult message for me to write but I 
wanted to say some kind of a farewell to Cantor Joe.  
     The Ad in the newspaper read..."SECRETARY for 
non- profit institution. Computer literate, basic clerical 
skills, 37 hours per week." My, it turned into soooo!!!! 
much more.  
     From the moment I met you, Cantor Joe, I knew we 
would have a wonderful working relationship. In the first 
few minutes I felt like I had known you forever. You have 
such a soft, relaxing way of making people feel comfort-
able, and I left your office after that interview and knew 
we would be a good match. We certainly have gone 
through the "ups and downs", as they say, in the past few 
years.  
     It has been such a pleasure knowing you, JoAnn, 
and Danny and I will cherish the moments we shared. 
For a person who knew nothing about a synagogue or 
what I was "getting into", it has been quite an experience. 
I have worked for very large companies and I have never 
met a more sincere, compassionate person, who is so pa-
tient teaching (and I had a lot to learn). Thank you so 
much for all you have taught me.  
     You have a beautiful wife and fantastic son, and it 
has been a pleasure knowing them and sharing times with 
all of you. From the bottom of my heart, I pray that you 
will find what you are looking for and be happy and suc-
cessful in whatever that is.  
     I could go on forever, but as always..............the 
deadline for the bulletin is "past- due" ..... so I must stop 
now.  
     Joe, "Weezer" and I wish you and your family Good 
Health, Peace, Happiness, Prosperity, and Lot's of Love. 



On April 5th, at the end of its regular monthly meeting, the Regional Board of Directors of the Federa-
tion of Jewish Mens Clubs held the official drawing to select the winners of the recent raffle. I was on a 
telephone conference call hookup so that I could know the winners first hand.  

I was extremely pleased to hear that one of our own people from B nai Chaim won the second highest 
prize of $500. Congratulations and Mazel Tov to Laura Laxineta and a heartfelt thank you to all who 
participated in the raffle. All the participants are winners in my book and our club s share of the ticket 
sales will go a long way in supporting B nai Chaim Congregation and our religious school children.   

The all important Yom Hashoah service of remembrance was held on April 24th to memorialize and 
honor the 6,000,000 Jews who lost their lives and 50,000,000 souls who died as a consequence of WWII. 
The service began at 7:00 p.m. with Cantor Lutman officiating. I know that, for all of who attended and 
lit their candles it was a deeply moving and meaningful experience.  

As the number of Holocaust survivors dwindles, it becomes the obligation of  us all to keep the memory 
of those who died in the death camps  alive so the world will never forget them, their ultimate sacrifice 
and that our fervent commitment to their memory will never allow an atrocity like the  holocaust to 
happen again.  

On Sunday May 7th, at 9:30 a.m. we will again join the ladies of Sisterhood for breakfast. At that time, 
Claudia Brodnik will be displaying and selling her beautiful jewelry. Our two groups will share nicely 
in the proceeds from the sales she makes that day.  

Also with us on Sunday will be Peter Bernstein, who will tell us about the up coming Storm Baseball 
season and a very special event he is planning on Sunday August 13th honoring Jewish organizations 
from San Diego, Orange, Los Angeles and Riverside Counties. This should be a lot of fun!  

Mark June 4th on your calendars for the second annual Mens Club Golf Tournament to be held at the 
Welk Resort. The Welk organization has gone out of its way to make this year s event even more at-
tractive and enjoyable than last year s event.  

I hope you all had a wonderful Passover with family and friends; we sure did.  

Shalom, 
Gene Rothstein, Pres.    

       
B nai Chaim Men s Club                          

         
Club Number 1076 



   MAY BIRTHDAYS

  

1st  Gene Brandin                     

2nd  Lori Jo Beck                       

3rd  Milton Edelson                   

4th  Stuart Muller                      

5th  Sasha Rose Amkraut ~ 3rd  
      Joe Botto                          
      Bryan McQuain  ~ 22nd  
      Donna Mutterperl              
      Claire Weinberg                 

7th  Dolores Fromson              
      Jean Powell                                   

8th  Michelle Gordon               
      Abby Stidham  ~ 2nd   

10th  Sara Collins                    
        Judy Lovitt                       

13th  Morgan Ashley Botto  ~ 3rd   

14th  Danny Zeller  ~ 21st   

16th   Lou Herman                     

18th  Connie Snyder      

19th  Lawrence Grinberg-Oberemok  ~ 7th  
        Gloria Hasson                        

21st  Cookie Eichner                

22nd Trudy Ginsberg               
        Charles Stanley               

24th  Shayna Berozofsky  ~ 8th   
        Elaine Ninberg                 

25th  Inna Peart                        

26th  Matthew Diamond  ~  15th   

31st   Sharon Amkraut              
        Roberta Rothstein 

          MAY           

  ANNIVERSARIES

     

10th Carter & Elizabeth Lund        10th anniversary  

22nd Phyllis & Gary Weed            1st anniversary  

26th Dr. Mark & Dr. Jennifer Roback         
                                                   6th anniversary 

    
Breakfast @ 9:30 a.m. 
Meeting @ 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday 
May 7th 

 

                                                                             YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the following   
expressions of support received 3/23/2006 to 4/26/2006 

FROM:  

Rozanne & John Dorman  

Bob & Cookie Eichner  

Robert & Lynn Kaplan  

Eugene & Roberta Rothstein  

Edna Siegman  

Phyllis & Gary Weed 

YAHRZEIT OF:    

Reeva Dorman  

Sandy & Sara Cohen  

Dave Kaplan  

Edward Baranov  

Joseph Kaminsky  

George Weed 




