
"Our Life" at Congregation B'nai Chaim 

Reflections from the Rabbi s Desk   
           We have just come away from the Holiday of Shavuot which celebrates our becoming a 
people under the Ten Commandments of our Torah. It is said that at Sinai the people of Israel 
waited for the giving of the Torah, being unified in their hearts. The echoes of that unity at Si-
nai, could be felt at our synagogue the first evening of Shavuot. First and foremost, the begin-
ning of our holiday was unique in the life of Congregation B nai Chaim. It began with the open-
ing of the Anne Frank Exhibit. This exhibit which was attended by Jews and many members of 
the community at large from all walks of life, paid meaningful tribute to Anne Frank and her 
extraordinary wisdom as exhibited in her diary, which continued to be written, while she and 
her family hid from the Nazis and the Dutch police.  

                In her diary she exhibits her love of life, her concerns for others, and her unqualified 
faith in the basic goodness of people. This diary reveals to us her "mature heart wisdom" and 
view of life. In addition the testimony and survival life stories of two Holocaust survivors given 
before the large group of visitors in our synagogue, took us back to those times of challenge, sur-
vival, and triumph of WWII. All of the first night attendees saw a 17 minute video which pro-
vided meaningful background for our understanding of the Frank family quest to find safety 
from the Nazis in Amsterdam, Holland.  

                 In our chapel, the key message of Anne Frank's diary and the family quest for sur-
vival is the "walk thru" portable hiding place exhibit. As I passed thru the various rooms be-
hind "the bookcase" and walked thru their hidden apartment, I felt as if I had just missed them 
by a few minutes. I felt as if I was there hearing the echoes of their guarded whispers and feeling 
the vibrations of their experience. We must remember that they were in hiding because they 
were Jews and when they were found, they were sent to a Concentration Camp where death was 
almost certain because they were Jewish. Knowing this gave me a whole new perspective upon 
viewing and reflecting on our Holocaust Torah which is on display for all to see.  

                  Our Torah, given to us at Sinai, contains within it all the past and future wisdom we 
may need for the collective survival of our Jewish Soul. It can be an indestructible blueprint for 
our lives into posterity, if only we open our hearts and minds to it. Even as we have been threat-
ened with physical destruction, our soul's will to live, and our sense of people hood, have sus-
tained us and even enabled us to live and thrive again.     

Continued on next page 
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Reflections from the Rabbi continued .    

         Our Rabbinic sages often ask why Shavuot is designated 
as "Z'man Matan Torateinu" the "time of the Giving of our To-
rah", in contrast to calling it "the time of the Receiving of the 
Torah". The sages answer that we were "given" the Torah so 
that we might continue to receive it, in a personal fashion, every 
day of our lives, from generation to generation. Put in another 
way, the Torah is given to us, as a community, and individually, 
as a guide for living, now and for eternity. The Torah is both an-
cient and new, because everyday, as we study and turn it, we 
have the great opportunity to learn from it with wisdom's hind-
sight, intuition's fresh eye, and the renewed heart of understand-
ing with which we wake every day of our lives. As a Rabbi, I am 
always looking for new meanings in the Torah and the Davening 
(Prayers) which challenges me every day of my life. As one sage 
put, it As leaders we must focus on the people we want to reach, 
teach, preach to......using tradition to transform nature into his-
tory, accidents into meaningful events, experience into sacred 
moments." There is so much we may derive for our lives from 
the Torah.  

                     The Torah is a "Mikdash M'at" a "small portable 
temple . It can be taken anywhere the Jewish heart beats. The 
giving of the Torah and the portable Ann Frank hiding place ex-
hibit teach us important lessons from Shavuot. Wherever, you 
may be, remember the spirit, consciousness, and conscience of 
our people. Wherever you take the spirit of Torah you are posi-
tioned to mending the heart of the world. Ann Frank kept a di-
ary of her life, revealing her desires and plans for life, believing 
and questioning her future. So believe that you too can write 
your own Torah, and fill it with goodness and insight out of the 
passion in your life. And transmit it to others, the best way you 
can. Remember, each one of us is a special place in which we 
tuck away the facts, ideas, hopes, dreams, and meanings we de-
rive from life.  As a people we are blessed with having been given 
the precious legacy of Judaism the desire for and gift of self ex-
pression. By word and example, let us continue to reveal to our 
own people and the world, the best that is embedded within each 
and every one of us. There is power in Torah. With God's help 
all things are possible.     
                     

                       Rabbi Barry Ulrych 



 
Thank you for coming out tonight. The procedure for the meeting will be as follows. Board members will  make 
their reports and questions will be taken on committee reports at the end of the agenda. Discussion on the bylaw 
changes will be taken as each bylaw is discussed. Questions will be taken from one side of the room and then the 
other. Each person will be given a maximum of three minutes and if your question is still not answered sufficiently 
you can make and appointment to meet with the board. Please no cross talking because it is distracting and makes it 
difficult to hear the person speaking.   

At our board meeting last month we had a visit from the former president of the Pacific Southwest Region of 
United Synagogue, Alan Teplinsky. He spent an hour and half discussing many issues with the board. The most im-
portant issues discussed were the bylaws, finances, and membership. The main emphasis after all was said and 
done, was flexibility with reason. His experience was the bylaws are for guidance and should try to be adhered to, 
but in order to run the temple the board may not always be able to follow the bylaws, and that is ok. There is a sec-
tion under the board of directors article in our bylaws that says and I quote The Board of Directors may make such 
rules and regulations not inconsistent with these bylaws for proper conduct of meetings and the furtherance of the 
best interests of this Congregation .   

This is the end of a very interesting year and I am glad to be moving forward. Change is never easy but sometimes 
necessary. Our very diversified search committee did an excellent job of evaluating and interviewing our candi-
dates. With the help of our congregational feedback, every email was read and compiled and then the search com-
mittee made a unanimous recommendation to the board to hire Rabbi Barry Ulrych. Rabbi Barry Ulrych will be 
starting in July.   

The property across the creek has not been sold yet although the golf course is in escrow with the buyer, Mr. Riley 
Bower. His plans have passed GPAC, he is now waiting to be calendared for a plan check and after his plans are 
approved he will be buying our rights to the property. Because of the overworked Murrieta planning commission 
we do not have a date of when this will happen.    

The congregation and Rachel Greenspan have come to an agreement and I have signed the papers. Both sides are 
restricted from discussing the settlement as per our respective lawyers and the agreement.   

Our potential for the congregation is great. We would like to know where your interest lies within the congregation 
and where you can give your time. Bingo is our greatest fundraiser and our regular workers need time off. We are 
looking for substitutes whom we can count on for one Wednesday night a month. We would also like to know what 
kinds of fundraisers interest you, because we would like to have fun while we are raising money.   

Many of us see churches going up all over and we wonder how they can afford to do this. We know they have more 
members but they also have certain expectations of their members to support the church. Some have tithings. Did 
you know the tithing comes from the Torah? But we Jews have gone away from this. Think of how much your pay-
ment to the temple would be if you were asked to give 10% of your gross income and then we could have a Rabbi 
and a Cantor. But that s not how we operate, we ask for dues, participation in our fundraisers and donations.    

Watching TV the other night I was inspired. I watched Jason Alexander pitching the ASPCA. He said for $180 a 
year you can support an animal and then he said that is only 50 cents a day. I was struck by the fact that it is only 
50 cents a day. How many of us have 50 cents in our wallet. My challenge to the congregation is get a big jar, put 
50 a day in it, next May General Meeting bring in what you collected and if 100 families were to do this we would 
have $18.000.  Think of what $18,000 could do for our congregation.   

Thank you, 
Sydnee Meth 

President s Remarks from May 25, 2006 



Educ at ion Dire c t or s  
Me s s age . . .  

I can not believe that the end of school is here.  I know that this year 
has been one of change.  The educators have worked extremely hard 
to continue teaching the students in a positive and loving environment.  

The students deserve a round-of-applause for all of their accomplishments during the previous 
year.  Through lots of hard work and dedication our students have completed their studies  

Everyone enjoyed the End-of-year picnic.  There was sports equipment, crafts and of course 
lot s of f ood and desser t s.  Thanks t o Sist er hood and Men s Club f or t heir suppor t and help t o 
make this a great event.    

We are already hard at work planning for the upcoming year.  There will be lots of new and ex-
citing programs for you and your family.  The addition of a resource room is one of my major 
projects for the summer.  The resource will be available to parents, students, educators and 
congregants.  There will be a wealth of information on the Jewish holidays, Bible stories, He-
brew and lots more.  I look forward to giving each family a tour of this new addition!     

The summer a time for vacations, visiting family and friends and of course, relaxing.   I have 
one request - please save your General Mills Box Tops.  These turn into money for the school.  
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 951-693-0339.  

Mark your calendars now, Sunday, August 27 will be an open house for the school.  This is the 
time when you will meet the educators, visit the school and receive all the information on the 
upcoming year.  Time is not determined, watch you mail for additional information.  

I hope you have a wonderful summer.  

Heidi Stidham 

Candle Lighting Times  

 

DAY               TIME   

July  7th          7:40  PM 
July  14th        7:38  PM 
July  21st         7:35 PM 
July  28th        7:30 PM  



SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP   
     For the month of June, the shop will be open the same 
hours as the Anne Frank Exhibit. Come in and browse, see 
what new items have been pulled out and check us out for Fa-
ther's Day. If you need to ask questions or order from a cata-

log this is the time to look. I will be going to the LA gift show in July and if I can find some-
thing special for you there let me know now. I can be reached at 951-694-3425. Please Leave 
a message and I will get back to you as soon as possible.  

     Well I have been doing this for 1 year now, I get to pay the taxes July 1st. That will be 
when I can tell if I made any money. Here's hoping we get to do this again next year. I thank 
all of you who kindly supported the gift shop and those who have helped me out by giving 
your time. I Thank you all. Maxine Berger 

 

                               DONATIONS       
            We gratefully acknowledge the following expressions of support   
                                   received 4/27/2006 to 6/20/2006  

Yahrzeit  
            Adolph Brenner: yahr/in memory of Harry Brenner  
            Daniel & Alissa Castiglione: yahr/in memory of Abraham Alexander  
            Carole Feinberg: Yahr/in memory of Malvine Klein  
            Victor & La Verne Feld: yahr/in memory of Jessie Feld  
            Leonard & Dolores Fromson: yahr/in memory of Peggy Fromson  
            Joseph & Alma Grossberg: yahr/in memory of Rose Grossberg  
            Laura & Marc Phillip Laxineta: yahr/in memory of Dave Laxineta  
            Judy Lebovitz & Eric Curson: yahr/in memory of Charles Lebovitz  
            Gerda Rich: yahr/in memory of Hans Rosenbaum  
            Gerda Rich: yahr/in memory of Robert Rosenbaum  
            Jillian & Elmer Steele: yahr/in memory of Nathan Oxman  
            Pearl Wiesler: in memory of Pearl & Stanley's parents  
            Donald & Renee Zelon: yahr/in memory of Gertrude Greenberg  

Paid High Holiday Pledge   
            Leonard & Eleanor Greenberg  
            Charles & Lorraine Newman  
             
Misc Donation  
            Daniel & Alissa Castiglione: Birthday card for Cookie Eichner  
            Daniel & Alissa Castiglione: Birthday card for Lou Herman  
            Daniel & Alissa Castiglione: for Gardening  
            Daniel & Alissa Castiglione: Get Well card for Alma & Joe Grossberg  
            Daniel & Alissa Castiglione: Get Well card for Marvin Revell  
            Daniel & Alissa Castiglione: Get Well card for Monte Amber  
            Daniel & Alissa Castiglione: Sympathy card for the Berro Family  
            Joseph & Alma Grossberg: Gordon Bar Mitzvah  
            Lou & Sandi Herman: Card for Grossman Family (new baby)  
            Lou & Sandi Herman: Get Well card for Alma & Joe Grossberg  
            Lou & Sandi Herman: Get well card for Bernie Levin  
            Lou & Sandi Herman: Get Well card for Marvin Revell  
            Lou & Sandi Herman: Sympathy card to Berro Family  
            Robert & Lynn Kaplan: Sympathy card for Fritzie Lewen & Family  
            Robert & Lynn Kaplan: Thank you to Steve Epstein  
            Laura & Marc Phillip Laxineta: Anne Frank Exhibit  
            Marvin & Helen Revell: Yizkor donation  
            Jillian & Elmer Steele: Yom Hashoah Candle  
            Pearl Wiesler: Get Well card for Alma Grossberg 



 

         

MEMBERSHIP NEWS  
Summertime is quickly approaching and we are looking forward to spending time 
with our families.  We are also looking forward to the arrival of our new spiritual 
leader, Rabbi Barry Ulrych.    

Temple Family  what does that mean to you as an individual?  Maybe you feel that 
just being a member is unimportant.  In fact, that is the furthest thing from the truth!  
We value each and every one of you.  You are the heartbeat of our synagogue.  With-

out our members, what do we really have?  Well have a large empty building without a sole.  

Our fiscal year will be starting June 1st; membership applications will be sent to you.  Please respond and fill in 
the application  let us know you interests.  Join early and let us know what you would like from your synagogue.  

Prospective members have moved into our neighborhoods.  It is our job to seek them out.  Let s invite them to an 
ice cream social, a coffee or a Sunday brunch. Call us with your list of names!  We are always available to answer 
any questions.  The membership committee is looking for YOU!  Be a part of planning our future.  

Monday, June 5th, will be our first membership meeting of this fiscal year.  It will be at one oclock at the Temple 
and each and every one of you (men needed) is invited to attend and give us your ideas.  Well plan our calendar, 
pick some dates for upcoming events and chat about the future.  See you there!  

Shalom, 
Sandra and Cookie 

"RAP WITH RABBI BARRY"  
Tuesday July 25th - 7:00pm   

New members, old members, prospective 
members, come and join us for coffee, dessert 
and an ice cream social on July 25th, 7:00pm 

at the Synagogue.   

We'll see old friends, meet new friends and "Rap with Rabbi 
Barry Ulrych."   

Please RSVP to:  
Sandra Brandin @ (951) 541-9689  

or 
Cookie Eichner @ (951) 461 4400 





 

REMEMBER FRIENDS, RELATIVES & CONGREGANTS   
Here are ways to consider making a lasting contribution to them and the congregation: 

$25 - Wall of Leaves in Foyer & Sanctuary.  $25 - Chair Plaques.   
$250 - Memorial Plaque. 

Please contact the office for instructions @ 677-7350 

 
On Sunday May 7 th, the Mens Club joined Sisterhood for a pre -meeting breakfast. Peter Bernstein, from the Lake 
Elsinore Storm Ba seball organization told us about a very special event he is planning for Sunday August 13 th 

honoring Jewish organizations from San Diego, Orange, Los Angeles and Riverside Counties. Mens Club will 
sponsor this event for B nai Chaim and it will be open to all who are interested in having a real fun time.  As more 
information is available to me, I will make it available to you.   

The Club also elected new officers and chairpersons at the May 7 th meeting as follows:  

·

 

     Pres. Gene Rothstein 
·

 

     Exec. V.P. Dan Ca stiglione 
·

 

     Treas. Bob Eichner 
·

 

     Chaplain Steve Epstein 
·

 

     World Wide Wrap Chair Steve Epstein 
·

 

     Mens Club Shabbat Chair Steve Ep stein 
·

 

     Purim Carnival Chair Gary Weed & Tony Doiron 
·

 

     Yom Hashoah Chair Gene Rothstein & Dan Castiglione 
·

 

     Communications Chair  Bob Kaplan & Earl Berro  

Installation of officers and chairpersons is being planned for the end of July, 2006.   

We still need to fill the Recording Secretary position as soon as possible. It can t be a difficult job if I held the po-
sition for over two years. Perhaps, the position could be shared between two or more members. It requires, at 
most 1 -2 hours per  month. Please let me know if you can help out.  

Mens Club members can take pride in our support of the Hebrew School activities . The school picnic on Sunday 
May 21st was a huge success and everyone who attended had a wonderful time. Thanks to Heidi and the Siste r-
hood for co -sponsoring this event.  

Sunday, June 4 th  the second annual Mens Club Golf Tournament will be held at the Lawrence W elk Resort. The 
Welk organization has gone out of its way to make this year s event even more attractive and enjoyable than last 
year s event. To date, 18 people have signed up for the event.  Because of the Golf event on June 4th, there will 
be no regular  meeting of the Mens Club in June. The next Club meeting will be held on Sunday, July 9 th, 2006 at 
9:30 a.m.  

Happy Shavuot ever yone,  
Gene Rothstein, Pres.    

 


