
"Our Life" at Congregation B'nai Chaim 

 

Synagogue as Community                                        

There is much to think about as we have moved on from Passover. The Seder that 
our Hebrew School had was extremely well attended as well as our Second night 
Seder. To see families, with fathers, mothers, and children as well as the full range 
of congregation members of all ages in attendance, was most gratifying to me as 
Rabbi. You must remember this: Participation is paramount for synagogue as well 

as membership. This congregation is here for you but depends, most definitely on your full gener-
ous support, presence, participation, and volunteering availability. Without you in every way, it can-
not expect to progress successfully, let alone survive, prevail, thrive. I am confident that if we as a 
synagogue community put our congregation on the “priority list” it will represent an important first 
step in the spiritual development of our community and the community at large. Consider your 
Synagogue-Temple as an important component of your Soul, not an afterthought. Bring the lessons 
you and your children learn into your home. Make Kiddush and Motzi a center point of your meal 
together as family on Shabbat, Yom Tov, and during the week when you “break bread” together. 
Bring the love from your home into the synagogue! God loves you and so does B'nai Chaim. I say 
this as a Rabbi and spiritual leader who is concerned that our community grow larger and deeper in 
its commitment to Jewish religious, educational and cultural life. As a first step to creating a greater 
sense of and movement towards Community we have invited Rabbi Yitzi Horowitz to conduct his 
Jewish Learning Institute classes in our congregation Chapel.  Anyone interested in deepening their 
Jewish Learning and Understanding is invited to register.  
 

We are proud to look back on the Bar Mitzvahs of Alex Shepherd, Ben Levin, Cameron Joseph and 
the most recent Bat Mitzvah of Emily Merel which will have taken place April 28, 2007. Upcoming 
Bar Mitzvahs include Stephan Goffman and Spencer Nelson in July and August 2007, respectively. 

 

The event of Yom Hashoah was most meaningful and we hope that more people will see this as an 
important event to participate in. We owe our dedication to the Holocaust survivors who will one 
day no longer be with us. We must be their voices in to perpetuity. Please remember our State of 
Israel on Yom Hazikoron and Israel Independence Day. The reason we can be proud of our lives as 
Jews is for three reasons; God, Torah, and Israel. When we remember this we will appreciate the 
importance of Lag B'Omer May 6, 2007, Yom Yerushalayim, May 16, 2007, and the holiday of 
Shavuot May 23, 2007. When we remember to count the days (Omer) between Passover and Sha-
vuot, we realize that we must remember to respect every human being because we are created in 
God’s image (Lag B'Omer). The State of Israel exists because of the Chosen Jewish People who 
were given the greatest gift in the world in the Torah. Of this, we are reminded on Shavuot when we 
stand and hear The Ten Commandments read in the Synagogue from the Torah. 

 
Rabbi Barry Ulrych 

Reflections from the Rabbi’s Desk . . . .  



 
 

 
 

 
PHONE:   (951) 677-7350 
FAX:      (951) 698-3472 

email: bnaichaim1@gmail.com 
website: http://www.bnai-chaim.org 
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President’s Message . . . 
 

For those of you who couldn’t tell, I’ve been counting how many more 
months until I am finished with my presidency by how many more president 
messages I needed to write. This is my last one and my last month. It has been 
an honor to serve B’nai Chaim for the last four years even with its ups and 
downs. To all of you who have supported me, I thank you. There are some 
very special supporters I must thank. I need to thank my family who have 
made tremendous sacrifices in our family time. The last four years have gone 
quickly in some respects and too slow in others. Alex has left for college and 
Zack goes next fall, so this year I chose to pull back a little to spend more 
quality time at home. I was very fortunate to have an Executive Vice President 
(Mitch Berozofsky) who took over some responsibilities. I need to thank all 
my board members who have stuck with their jobs even though there were 
difficult times. I have several people I need to thank for their support. I want 
to thank Laura Laxineta who has also spent the last four years on the board. 
She was, by far, the best secretary this temple has ever seen. She is an invalu-
able member to our congregation. She has been my sounding board, my friend 
and she has always been the voice of reason. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart for all your help. The Castiglione’s have been there to support me 
and the temple. If you look around, they are always there except when they are 
on vacation. They need to leave town to leave the temple. The Herman’s have 
been very good friends to me through my presidency, allowing me to vent 
when I needed to and a shoulder to cry on when things were just not going 
well. I also need to thank Lin, as she was my right hand woman. She kept me 
on course and did anything and everything I asked without a complaint in four 
years. 
 

This month is our Semi-Annual General meeting and we will be electing new 
officers, I wish them all well. Membership renewal is coming up starting June 
1st. I have heard rumors, and you all know there are rumors that fly all over 
every temple, that some people are not returning because they didn’t like my 
presidency or they don’t like something else. I have been a member of B’nai 
Chaim for 16 years and there were presidents I didn’t like, but I always knew 
their term would come to an end, and so has mine, and I’m not running for 
anything any time to soon. I never left because I believed it was my duty to 
support a Jewish congregation in the Temecula Valley. We still are the only 
ones with a building between Murrieta and Temecula, the two largest cities in 
Southern Riverside County. We always had the best school. I had my friends 
here, so if everything else wasn’t perfect those reasons were enough to stay. I 
hope to see you all continue as members next year. 
The next important subject I need to talk about is Bingo, again. I did not get a 
very good response to my last pleas for help at Bingo. It takes a minimum of 
20 people every Wednesday night to run Bingo. It takes a minimum of 5 peo-
ple to set up Wednesday morning. We are asking for four people to volunteer 
one Wednesday morning a month for two hours and for the evening as many 
people as possible to sign up for one night a month for 4 hours 5-9 pm and/or 
a commitment as permanent substitutes. Bingo brings in about $30,000/yr. 
That’s a lot of money for our membership to make up. I guarantee once you 
work Bingo you will enjoy yourself. 

 

I hope to see you all at the meeting May 6th at 10:00am. 
 

Sincerely, 
Sydnee Meth 
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CONGREGATION  
B’NAI  CHAIM  
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Candle Lighting Times 

 
 

  DAY       TIME 
     
    May   4 7:20 p.m. 
  

    May   11 7:26 p.m. 
 

    May  18 7:31 p.m. 
 

    May  25 7:36 p.m. 
     
             

����������	�
������
����
���������	
�����
	
�
 
 
 
 

Sunday, May 27, 2007 
Breakfast @ 9:30 AM 

Meeting @ 10 AM 



On Sunday April 15, 2007 Rabbi Barry Ulrych conducted one of the most moving and memorable Yom Hashoah services in 
recent memory. He spoke of his personal family tragedies where his own mother was a death camp inmate, but miraculously 
survived, but unfortunately, two siblings he never knew did not make it out alive. It was a very emotional and awesome experi-
ence for those 60+ people who attended. 
 
The Mens Club extends it heartfelt appreciation to those who responded to our Yom Hashoah appeal and we want to thank them 
here publicly: If you haven’t made a contribution yet and still desire to do so, you may still do so and we thank you in advance 
for your generosity. 
 
The following families and individuals have donated to our Yom Hashoah program: 
 

· Meths                                           Felds                            
· Edna Siegman                              Bill Becker                  
· Reiters             Weisblatts                   
· Castigliones                                  Michlins                     
· Gerda & Linda Rich                     Dr. Marvin & Elaine Adler 
· Berros                                           Drs. Laura & Marc Laxineta 
· Dormans                                       Bernie & Carmela Zelkowitz 
· Libby Wooster & Bill Post           Bob & Lynn Kaplan 
· Berozofskys                                  Trudy Rothstein         
· Gene & Roberta Rothstein           Grossbergs 
· Herman’s                                      Marc Reynolds 
· Joel & Chris Levin                       Droutmans 
· Nelsons                                         Steeles 
· Dr. Fred & Diane Reiss                Myra Ferrante 
· Oberlanders                                  Sue Thorner 
· Barney & Mariana Rosen             Maldanodos 
· Schmids             Gary & Phyllis Weed 
· Doirons 

  
The Mens Club has voted to opt out of the Federation of Jewish Mens Clubs and use the annual dues for local synagogue pro-
jects instead. The next breakfast meeting of the Mens Club is scheduled for Sunday May 27, 2007 at which time election of offi-
cers for the next term will be held. BE SURE TO ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT MEETING.  
 
BARUCH HASHEM 
GENE ROTHSTEIN 

 

      B’nai Chaim Men’s Club                          
     Club Number 1076 

 

REMEMBER FRIENDS, RELATIVES & CONGREGANTS  
 

Here are ways to consider making a lasting contribution to them and the congregation: 
 

$25 - Wall of Leaves in Foyer & Sanctuary.   
$25 - Chair Plaques.   

$250 - Memorial Plaque. 
 

Please contact the office for instructions @ 677-7350 
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B’nai Chaim Sisterhood 
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Congregation  
B’nai Chaim 

Gift Shop News 
 
 

The Gift Shop is open every Sun-
day when Hebrew School is in session.  If you 
need something during the week, please call one 
of the Gift Shop Committee Members and make 
an appointment.  The committee members are 
Myra (818) 822-6230 or 696-4976, Libby 677-
6437, Judy 461-0065, Mitch 246-4646, and 
Bobbi 696-1357. 
 
If you would like to help work in the Gift Shop, 
please give Mitch a call at 246-4646. 

FROM THE OFFICE � �
 
The new office hours are Monday – Friday 8:00AM 
– 12:00 NOON.  Please contact us during that time if 
possible for your needs. 
 

Since I am working part-time I am looking for addi-
tional work in the afternoons.  I am available for any 
office organizing, filing, etc. for your home or busi-
ness in the afternoons.  I can come to your place or I 
can pick it up or you can box it and bring it to me 
and I can organize it in my home office and return to 
you all ready to go.  Please contact me for more in-
formation if I can be of service to you.  I appreciate 
anything you can do for me.  
 

Thank you so much, 
 

Lin Cordell-Geldert  (LCG Organizing) 
951-302-0948 Home 
619-246-6747 Cell 
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Yahrzeit  
 Adolph Brenner: in memory of Harry Brenner 

 Daniel & Alissa Castiglione:  
    in memory of Abraham Alexander 

 Marshal & Luanne Castle:  
    in memory of Murray Castle 

 Victor & La Verne Feld:  
    in memory of Samuel Feld 

 Pola Goldhorn: in memory of Martin Silverton 

 Gloria Hasson: in memory of Beth Sheva Hasson 

 Gloria Hasson: in memory of Isaad (Chick) Benveniste 

 Gloria Hasson: in memory of Margaret Morris 

 Gloria Hasson: in memory of Viola Nathan 

 Robert & Lynn Kaplan: in memory of David Kaplan 

 Laura & Marc Phillip Laxineta:  
    in memory of David Laxineta 

 Paul & Sheila Manning: in memory of Craig Lockett 

 Paul & Sheila Manning:  
    in memory of Ethel Corn Lockett 

 Paul & Sheila Manning:  
    in memory of Fannie Corn Jawitz 

 Paul & Sheila Manning: in memory of Kay Harrison 

 Paul & Sheila Manning: in memory of Lawrence Jawitz 

 Eugene & Roberta Rothstein:  
    in memory of Edward Baranov 

 Eleanor (Helen) Sandler: in memory of Max Slaten 

 Edna Siegman: in memory of Edna Siegman 
 David Stotmore: in memory of Leonard Solomon 
 David Stotmore: in memory of Pearl Stotmore 
 Joan Tobias: in memory of Gladys Tobias 
 Rochelle Wilson: in memory of Eugene Fischer 
 Rochelle Wilson: in memory of John Fischer 
 Rochelle Wilson: in memory of Sarah Fischer 
 
HH Pledge 06 Payments  
 Lori Jo & Michael Beck 
 Rebecca & Anthony Doiron 
 Gary & Barbara Droutman 
 
Rabbis Discr. Fund  
 Rebecca & Anthony Doiron 
 Rozanne & John Dorman 
 Max Richman 
 
Passover Seder 07  
 Earl & Harriet Berro 
 Daniel & Alissa Castiglione 
  
 
 
 

  
Passover Seder 07 (cont.) 
 Victor & La Verne Feld 
 Avalon Ginsberg 
 Rosa Goldfarb (Eichner) 
 Joseph & Alma Grossberg 
 Laura & Marc Phillip Laxineta 
 Lew & Bev Oberlander 
 Luis & Maria Pereyra 
 Dr. Fred & Diane Reiss 
 Mariana & Barney Rosen 
 Edna Siegman 
 
Misc Donation  
 Daniel & Alissa Castiglione: Baking Class 
 Lou & Sandi Herman: Baking Class  
 Ellen Berozofsky: Baking Class 
 Mariana Rosen: Baking Class 
 Alysia & Howard Nelson: in honor of Arline Smith 
 Lew & Bev Oberlander: Donation for prayers for Bev 
 Pearl Wiesler: Donation for Temple 
 
Tribute cards  
 Lori Jo & Michael Beck:  
    Get Well card to Sandi Herman 
 Earl & Harriet Berro:  
    Get Well card to Sandi Herman 
 Daniel & Alissa Castiglione:  
    Get Well card for Avalon Ginsberg 
 Daniel & Alissa Castiglione:  
    Get Well card for Shirley Dzieza 
 Daniel & Alissa Castiglione:  
               Get Well card to Adrienne Castiglione 
 Daniel & Alissa Castiglione:  
    Get Well card to Kelissa Doiron 
 Daniel & Alissa Castiglione:  
    Get Well card to Sandy Herman 
 Joseph & Alma Grossberg:  
    Get Well card to Avalon Ginsberg 
 Joseph & Alma Grossberg:  
    Get Well card to Sandi Herman 
 Pearl Wiesler:  Get Well card to Gerda Rich  
 
06/07 Pizza & Snacks  
 Rebecca & Anthony Doiron 
 Jillian & Elmer Steele 



 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
 
        

 May 1st   Rabbi Hurwitz’s Class @ 7:00 PM  
 
       May 3rd   Hadassah Meeting@ 10:00 AM 
    Hebrew School @ 4:30 PM 
    Board Meeting @ 7:00 PM  
 
       May 6 th  Sunday School @ 9:30 AM  
 

 May 7 th  Democratic Club Meeting @ 6:00 PM 
 
 May 8 th  Rabbi Hurwitz’s Class @ 7:00 PM 
 
 May 10 th  Hebrew School @ 4:30 PM 
 
 May 11 th   Tot Shabbat @ 6:00 PM 
    Service & Teacher Appreciation Night 
 
 May 13 th  NO SCHOOL 
 
 May 14 th  Rhonda Assn. Meeting @ 6:00 PM 
 
 May 15 th  Rabbi Hurwitz’s Class @ 7:00 PM 
 
 May 17 th  Hebrew School @ 4:30 PM 
   

       May 20 th  Last Day of School and Picnic 
 
      May 22nd  Rabbi Hurwitz’s Class @ 7:00 PM  
 
       May 27 th  Men’s Club breakfast & Meeting @ 9:30 AM 
 
       May 28 th   Office Closed for Memorial Day 
       
       May 29 th  Rabbi Hurwitz’s Class @ 7:00 PM       
 
    
 

     …………REMEMBER BINGO ON WEDNESDAY’S …………… 


